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The purpose of my thesis is to analyze the institute of criminal informant as a legal instrument 

in the  fight against organized crime. I introduce the historical background of cooperation between 

criminals and state on uncovering criminal activities. Then I follow with the analysis of current 

Czech legislation of cooperating accused and the so far limited cases of its application and also 

offer a comparative view of the law and its application in United States, Great Britain and Slovakia.

The thesis is composed of six chapters. Chapter One is introductory and defines basic terminology 

used in the thesis: cooperating accused and crown witness. In this chapter I argue that the terms can 

be used interchangeably In the second chapter I introduce the history of cooperation between 

criminals and the state. Special subsection deals with the development of Czech legislation on 

cooperating accused. Chapter Three examines relevant Czech legislation and the limited number of 

documented cases of application of the institute. 

Chapter Four offers a comparative view of relevant legislation and approach to decision-making by 

trial courts in the United States and Great Britain and also the legislation passed in neighboring 

Slovakia. Chapter Five concentrates on problems resulting from organized crime, focusing also 

on reasons why it is so difficult to uncover and prove crimes committed in criminal association. 

Chapter Six analyzes selected issues connected with the institute of cooperating accused, namely 

the problem of assessing credibility of cooperating accused and the negative impact of the institute 

on the basic guiding principles of Czech criminal procedure.

I conclude with the statement that the institute has a place in the Czech legal system but more 

detailed research and analysis is needed in order to asses its effectiveness. Further studies should 

lead to formulation of much more detailed rules for application of the institute to avoid abuse and 

corruption. I pinpoint several problematic issues that should be resolved.

KEY WORDS
cooperating accused, accomplice witness, criminal informant, organized crime

79


	ABSTRACT AND KEY WORDS

