
Abstract 

The subject-matter of the presented thesis is cross-border healthcare in the European 

Union. The thesis focuses deeply on the overall evaluation of the recently adopted Directive 

on patients' rights. 

The primary objective of this thesis is to comprehensively analyse the new 

legislation on cross-border health care within the European Union, i.e. Directive on 

patients' rights. Based on theoretical findings, the thesis aims to assess the potential impact 

of the Directive on the provisions of cross-border healthcare within the European Union 

and its influence on the healthcare system in the Czech Republic. The contents of the thesis 

is divided into four chapters.  

The first chapter is introductory and provides information concerning the relevant 

provisions of primary law that provides European Union with competences in the area of 

health. The second chapter deals with the developments of the legal framework for cross-

border healthcare in the European Union and clarifies in detail the specific nature of cross-

border health care. Considerable focus is placed on analysis of concrete rights of migrant 

patients that are derived from the comprehensive case law of CJEU. The third chapter is 

exclusively devoted to the legal analysis of the various aspects of the Directive on patients' 

rights and evaluates the overall estimated benefits of the Directive and its possible impact 

on the future developments of cross-border healthcare within the European Union. This 

chapter offers some critical reflections on the problems associated with the application of 

the Directive in practice. The final chapter specifically addresses implications of the 

Directive on patients' rights on the healthcare system in the Czech Republic. This chapter in 

detail discusses the governmental proposal of a statute, which implements the Directive 

into Czech legal order. Derived from the statistical data of the Centre of international 

reimbursements, this chapter presents the author’s considerations regarding the likely 

development of the mobility of patients in the Czech Republic. 

The conclusion contains the summary of the thesis. Despite some confusions about 

the practical effects of the Directive, developments in the field of cross-border health care 

shall be considered positive. Due to lack of clarity concerning the application of the 

Directive in practice, further intervention by the CJEU may be expected. 


