Abstract

The diploma thesis “The position of England in thentext of the regional
organization of Great Britain“deals with the issoé establishing a regional level of
governance in the eight regions of England in tteog between 1997 and 2004. This policy
was promoted by the New Labour government as awean® demands for democratisation
and responsibility of governance in the regionswadl as an answer to demands for
improvements in economic performance of the regidhg aim of the thesis is to respond to
the question of why the public in the regions doessupport plans for strengthening of the
regional level of governance and for establishilegted regional assemblies in the regions
and why this policy was rejected in the referendhetd in 2004 in the region North East. The
research was carried out using the theory of ngmonalism and the concept of construction
of regions. Specific criteria are set and are wsed basis for analysis of the situation in the
English regions in the selected time period. Thet riterion is the territorial framework of
the English regions, the second criterion is ttséituional framework and the last criterion is
the regional identity. It clearly emerges from #uealysis that the English regions are not
institutionalised as distinctive units and the oegil identity of its inhabitants is not

sufficiently politicised, which are necessary caiugtis for development of regionalism.



