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ABSTRAKT

Ustednim tématem disertaéni prace je zména kultury pohi‘bivani v modernim a postmodernim obdobi,
ke které doslo tim, Ze byla ve statech Zapadniho svéta zavedena kremace jako nova soucast pohiebni
praxe. Cilem prace je analyzovat zménu kultury pohibivani v kontextu spolecensko-politického vyvoje

a skrze jeji hmotny odraz v krajiné.

Pro zhodnoceni kultury pohibivani v Zapadnim svété vsoucCasnosti je vprvé Fadé samostatné
analyzovana hlavni pri¢ina zmény kultury pohtbivani jako jev, ktery se objevil (podminky vzniku
kremace) a ktery se S$iril v geografickém prostoru (okolnosti prijeti kremace staty Zapadniho svéta).
K tomu je vyuzita teorie difuze inovaci, kterd dava mozZnost popsat a interpretovat proces zavedeni
kremace v modernim pojeti. Ve druhé fazi jsou na pripadovych studiich metodou terénniho vyzkumu
studovany konkrétni projevy zmén kultury pohibivani vyvolané zavedenim kremace. V navazujici ¢asti
prace jsou poznatky zobecnény a je diskutovano, jak se vlivem zmén kultury pohibivani proménilo
vnimani a funkce hibitovi a jak se modifikoval vyznam konceptu deathscape - krajin a mist, jejichzZ podoba

a vztahy jsou smrti ovliviiovany.

Pro ucely prace je vytvorena databaze ukazateli zavadéni kremace ve statech Zapadniho svéta, pricemz
se statistickou analyzou dat komentovanou v historicko-politickém kontextu projevuje, Ze proces vice
odpovida evolucionistickému konceptu kulturni zmény a kjeho Sifeni v prostoru dochazelo formou
hierarchické diftze. Komparaci etap zavadéni kremace a vlastni Kklasifikace religiozity ve statech
Zapadniho svéta je zjiSténo, Ze zména kultury pohibivani je soucasti komplexniho procesu evoluce
spolecnosti v modernim obdobi, jez vychazi ze spolecenského a politického vyvoje (globalizace,
demokratizace, sekularizace), z vyvoje mysleni a hodnotového systému (realismus, logika, lidska prava,

moznost volby) a z technologického vyvoje (industrializace, védeckotechnicky pokrok).

Zejména metodou terénniho pozorovani na pripadovych studiich dvou typd tUzemi (a) Slovenska
a Ceska a (b) Nového Zélandu je sledovéno, jak se evolu¢ni zména kultury pohibivani projevila v krajiné.
Explanaci materialnich projevii pohrbivani na lokalni irovni je hodnocena kultura, styl Zivota a vztah
spolecnosti ke smrti a jsou dokumentovany odlisSné pohnutky obou typd tzemi zapficinujici rostouci
vyznam kremace. Celkovy prehled moZnych forem zmén kultury pohibivani je doplnén o konkrétni
priklady (docasného) piisobeni vnéjsich faktori: fyzicko-geografickych podminek (nedostatek mista,
specificky terén), katastrof a interakci riznych kultur (kolonizace, migrace a imigrace do jiného pravniho

prostredi).

Vnimani, vyznamy a funkce hrbitovl se v Zapadnim svété s transformaci kultury pohibivani proménily.
Prostfednictvim hodnoceni tfi definovanych aspektli procesu pohrbivani - fyzického (ostatky),
symbolického (pomnik) a prostorového (misto) je posuzovdna zména pojeti konceptu deathscape
a obecné role konkrétniho mista v kulture pohrbivani. Zatimco je téma kremace pro geografii i ostatni

discipliny nové, vyzkum deathscape odpovida soucasnym trendiim nekrogeografického vyzkumu.
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ABSTRACT

This dissertation is focused on changes in burial culture in the modern and post-modern era resulting
from the introduction of cremation as a new part of burial practices in Western countries. Its aim is
to analyze changes in burial culture in the context of social and political developments and through their
physical effects on the landscape.

In order to evaluate contemporary burial culture in the Western world, the main cause of changes
in burial culture was first separately analyzed as a phenomenon that appeared (the conditions for the
origins of cremation) and expanded in geographical space (the circumstances under which cremation was
adapted in Western countries). The diffusion of innovations theory is used, which is capable of describing
and interpreting the process of introducing cremation in its modern form. In the second phase of research,
specific manifestations of changes in burial culture caused by the introduction of cremation are examined
based on case studies conducted in the field. In the following part of the dissertation findings are
generalized, and how the perception and function of cemeteries have changed due to the influence
of changes in burial culture and how the significance of the concept of the deathscape - landscapes and
places whose appearance and relationships are influenced by death - has been modified, are discussed.

For the purposes of this dissertation a database of indicators of the introduction of cremation in Western
countries was created. Based upon statistical analysis of these data and taking into account the historical
and political context, this process was found to correspond with the evolutionary concept of cultural
change. It was also discovered that this phenomenon has spatially expanded via hierarchical diffusion.
By comparing the stages of the introduction of cremation and by classifying religiosity in Western
countries it was discovered that changes in burial culture are part of the complex evolution of society
in the modern era driven by social and political developments (such as globalization, democratization and
secularization), by developments in thinking and value systems (such as realism, logic, human rights and
growth in personal choices), and by technological developments (such as industrialization, scientific and
technological progress, etc.)

Field observations made in case studies of two types of areas, (a) Slovakia and Czechia and (b) New
Zealand, show how evolutionary changes in burial culture have manifested themselves in the landscape.
By interpreting the material manifestations of burials at the local level, culture, life style and the
relationship between society and death are evaluated and different motives leading towards the growing
importance of cremation in both types of areas are documented. In addition to this total overview
of different types of burial culture changes, specific examples of the (temporary) effects of external factors
are given, such as: physical geography (lack of space, or terrain), catastrophes and the interactions
of different cultures (colonization, migration and immigration to new legal environments).

The perception, significance and function of cemeteries in the West have transformed along with the
transformation of burial culture. By evaluating three defined aspects of the burial process, i.e. physical
aspects (remains), symbolic aspects (memorials) and spatial aspects (place), changes
in the understanding of the concept of deathspace are assessed as is the general role of place in burial
culture. Whereas cremation is a new theme in geographic research (as well as in other fields), deathscape
research is currently popular in necrogeographic research.
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Uvod

Po celém svété nalezneme v soucasnosti mnoho rozmanitych zptsobli pohibivani. Pod klicovy
pojem kultura pohrbivani autorka zahrnuje nejen zplisob pohibeni (pohtfeb do zemé, pohieb
do vody, zpopelnéni, predhozeni téla supiim atd.) ale také ritualy a tradice tykajici se procesu
pohtbivani. U¢ast na pohfebnich obtadech, zapojeni rodin do piiprav obiadl i jejich aktivni
participace urcuje kulturu pohrbivani spolec¢nosti a zaroven podava svédectvi o této spolecnosti,
0 jejim hodnotovém systému, stylu Zivota a kulturné-historickém vyvoji. Samotny pohtebni
ritudl vychazel zlidského strachu ze zesnulych a znutkdni Kkontrolovat ,aktivity“ ducht
zemielych (Frazer 1886 in Binford 1971). Kultura pohibivani nabyva vyznam aZ v zatazeni
do urcitého casového a prostorového kontextu. Kultura pohibivani ukotvuje individualni
a kolektivni identitu smérem do minulosti (k predktim) a k regionu. Nikde na svété, kromé Indie,

nebyl pozorovan jeden zptisob pohibivani po celou historii.

V regionu Zapadniho svéta (tak, jak je vymezen pro ucely prace) probéhla béhem moderni etapy
vyvoje spolecnosti zasadni zména kultury pohrbivani a to zavedeni kremace, ktera znamenala
uplnou zménu dosavadnich pohiebnich zvyklosti, ve kterych byla pripusténa po vzoru
kiestanské tradice pouze inhumace (pohieb do zemé). V diplomové praci (Hupkova 2008)
autorka zji$tovala, jaké byly okolnosti zavedeni kremace v Cesku a jak je Cesko z hlediska
kultury pohibivani diferencovano. Rozdily korespondovaly s rozdily v religiozité, ale mimo tento
tradicné zminovany faktor naboZensky, autorka zaznamenala dalsi faktory, které zapricinuji
rozdily na vSech tadovostnich drovnich - lokdlni, regionalni, makroregionalni. Zejména role
faktoru politického se stala stfedem zajmu disertacni prace. Z vysledkl diplomové prace rovnéz
vyplynulo nékolik dalSich otazek, o jejichZ zodpovézeni se nyni autorka snaZi. Diskuse
o prirozenosti kremace pro staty Zapadniho svéta s kifestanskou tradici vyvolalo tivahu, do jaké
miry je tato zména zapric¢inéna vnitini evoluci spolecnosti a jeji kultury a do jaké miry je to
zména vyvolana vnéjSimi faktory - napf. zvySenim intenzity migrace, interakci kultur, zménou
fyzicko-geografickych podminek. Pokud je zména kultury pohibivani ptirozena, vyvolana
vnitinimi procesy vyvoje a je soucasti vétSiho souboru efekti a dopadli obecného
(spolecenského, politického a technologického) vyvoje spolecnosti, 1ze popsat jeji pribéh? Lze
popsat trendy soucasného a budouciho vyvoje kultury pohirbivani?

Materialni projevy kultury pohrbivani v podobé hrbitovli se pro autorku staly vyznamnym
zdrojem informaci o spolec¢nosti pro nekrogeograficky vyzkum. Domniva se, Ze schopnost
interpretace pozorovaného se s nabyvajicimi zkuSenostmi zvySuje a Ze v predeslé praci nebyla
schopna plné vyuZit potencial studia hibitov(, a to také diky omezenému tUzemnimu zabéru
(pouze Cesko). 1 pres snahu o co nejvyssi objektivizaci zkoumaného, je metoda terénniho
pozorovani hrbitovli a jeho interpretace zatiZzena subjektivnim pohledem vyzkumnika.
K prezentaci autorka Casto pouzivd obrazovou dokumentaci, nebot se domniva, ze fotografie
umoZziuji jeho lep$i pochopeni, nebot i vyzkum samotny byl zaloZen na vizudlnim vjemu

skutecnosti.




Zamérem predkladané prace je nejen splnit vytycené vyzkumné cile prace, ale zaroven podnitit
zajem Ctenail o studované téma i jeho vysledky. Ukazat, jak se charakter Zapadni spolecnosti,
ktera se zjednoduSené receno orientuje na uspéch a vykon a prohra (smrt) je spiSe vytésnéna
zvédomi, projevuje v kulture pohibivani, a co vypovidda o hodnotidch spoletnosti samotné.
Poklada ¢tenartim otazku, zda védi, z ¢eho jejich postoje ke smrti a volby zplisobu pohrbivani

vyplyvaji a jak se jevi v globalnim méritku v porovnani s jinymi kulturami.

Za uplynulé Ctyti roky vzniklo vyznamné mnoZstvi nekrogeografickych praci. Nejedna se pouze
o odborné ¢lanky a publikace, ale rovnéz o absolventské prace, coZ doklada atraktivitu tématu
u mladsSich vyzkumnikid. Autorka zaznamenava posun v uchopeni problematiky. Od zejména
deskriptivnich analyz materidlnich prvk( hrbitovii (s chybéjici explanaci a zasazeni
do spolecensko-politického kontextu) ziskavaji soucasné prace charakter postmoderni.
Ptredkladana prace vychazi z koncepci starSich praci tim, Ze hodnoti prvky na hibitové, avSak
soucasné se pokousi o interpretaci a zasazeni do SirSiho celospolecenského kontextu. Zaroven se
zabyva obecné hibitovy, ne pouze jejich specifickym typem (vojenské, etnické, konfesni), jak
tomu bylo pravé u prvnich nekrogeografickych studii. V souladu s principy nové kulturni

geografie je pozornost prenesena na kazdodennost Ziti, prozivani a zivoty ,obycejnych lidi“.

Pro geografii je klicové to, Ze smrt je studovana jako proces nikoliv jako na udalost, jak je tomu
napt. vdemografii nebo medicing, a diiraz je kladen na to, co se déje pred smrti a po smrti. Vice
nez proces umirani (to, co se déje pred smrti), je pro geografii dillezity proces pohrbivani
kolektivni vyznamy kultury pohibivani ménici se v prostoru a case. I presto, Ze se svétova
geografie tématem kremace a jeviim s ni spojenym viibec nezaobira, autorka se domnivj, Ze to je

praveé téma, které v celém souboru studia smrti a pohibivani chybi.

Cile prace

Autorka navazuje na diplomovou praci a na zakladeé jejich vysledki dale rozviji téma a stanovuje

cile disertacni prace:

» Analyzovat kremaci jako fenomén, ktery vznikl a Siril se v prostoru Zapadniho svéta
v modernim obdobi v kontextu spolecensko-politického vyvoje; zhodnotit zptlisob, jakym

byla kremace zavedena do pohrebni praxe.

* Popsat, jak kremace modifikovala konkrétn{ kultury pohibivani v souvislosti s Zivotnim
stylem a hodnotami téchto spolecnosti. Autorka predpoklada, Ze Slovensko bude
vykazovat podobny regionalni vzorec zavadéni a praktikovani kremace, jako Cesko, tedy

Ze nejvyznamnéjsi roli bude hrat mira religiozity a faktor velikosti sidla.




* Analyzovat, jak se zména kultury pohibivani odrazila ve vnimani a vyznamu jejiho

materialniho projevu v krajiné.
Autorka si poklada vyzkumné otazky:

= Jak vznikla myslenka kremace? Jak se myslenka kremace $itila? Jak dochazelo k zavedeni
kremace do praxe pohiebnictvi jednotlivych statl a jaké faktory mély na zavadéni vliv?
Lze proces Sifeni kremace oznacit jako difuzi? Koresponduje zména kultury pohibivani

s evolucionistickym nebo difuzionistickym konceptem kulturni zmény?

= Jak se zména zavedeni kremace promitla ve vybranych statech v prostoru hrbitova a jak
nova kultura pohibivani reflektuje hodnoty a postoje spolecnosti (nejen) ke smrti? Jaké
dalsi docCasné Ci prostorové omezené formy promény kultury pohrbivani mohou nastat,

napft. vlivem zmény vnéjSich podminek?

= Jak se proméiiuje role mista v procesu pohibivani v souvislosti se zavedenim kremace
v Zapadnim svété? Jak se proménuje funkce hrbitovil a jaka mista nahrazuji a prebiraji

ptvodni vyznamy hibitovi? K jakym trendiim dochazi ve vyuziti hrbitovi?

Metodika a struktura prace

Zkoumanym Uzemim je Zapadni svét, makroregion vymezeny pro ucely prace. Autorku zajima
zejména zména kultury pohibivani v modernim obdobi v téch vyspélych statech, kde je kremace
novym fenoménem a jeji zavedeni nebylo vsouladu s tradicnim nabozZenstvim - konkrétné
ve vyspélych kiestanskych evropskych statech, USA, Kanadé, Australii a na Novém Zélandu.
Vymezeni odpovida Huntingtonovu pojeti civilizaci (Huntington 1997). Hlavni ptipadové studie
jsou zaméfeny na region (a) Slovenska a Ceska a (b) Nového Zélandu. Vzhledem k tomu,
Ze kremace byla neplvodni a zacala se rozvijet také v evropském ortodoxnim civilizacnim
okruhu, a Ze pravé politicky vliv Ruska byl vyznamny pro zavadéni kremace
v postkomunistickych zemich (s ohledem na studované Slovensko a Cesko), zahrnuje v praci
pojem Zapadni svét také evropské ortodoxni zemé. Pii analyze diftize kremace, ve které hraje
roli sousedsky efekt, je zadouci praveé do takového studia zahrnout cely evropsky prostor, vCetné
ortodoxniho a muslimského. Kremace nema ve studovaném uzemi, nazvaném pro ucely prace
Zapadni svét, tradici opirajici se o nabozenstvi a proto je cilem zjistit, jak jednotlivé staty novy

fenomén prijaly do svych politik a kultur.

Cilem vyzkumu je zhodnotit soufasnou kulturu pohibivani Ziapadniho svéta, tedy kulturu
na pocatku jedenadvacatého stoleti. Klicem kjejimu poznani, je analyza s ni souvisejicich
historickych udalosti a procesi a to (a) vzniku myslenky kremace od poloviny devatenactého

stoleti, (b) zavadéni kremace od konce devatenactého stoleti a (c) vyvoj miry Kkremace




v kontextu spolecensko-politickych podminek béhem stoleti dvacatého. Zakladnim zajmovym
obdobim je vyvojova etapa moderni a postmoderni spolecnosti, ktera, oproti rozsahlym

vyzkumim smrti a pohibivani napt. v archeologii a antropologii, neni jeSté zcela popsana.

Predklddana prace ma jiz podle struktury uvedené vuvodu tfi zakladni vyzkumné ¢asti.
Pro hodnoceni kultury pohibivani v Zapadnim svété v modernim obdobi, jak uvadi nazev prace,
je nejdiive samostatné analyzovana hlavni pri¢ina zmény kultury pohibivani jako jev, ktery
se objevil (jsou zkoumany podminky vzniku kremace) a ktery se $ifil (jsou zkoumany okolnosti
prijeti kremace staty Zapadniho svéta). V navazujici kapitole jsou hodnoceny konkrétni projevy
kultury pohrbivani v krajiné, nastartované pravé zavedenim Kremace. ZastreSujici kapitola
zobeciiuje poznatky a zamysli se nad tim, jak se vlivem zkoumanych zmén kultury pohibivani

promeénilo vnimani a funkce hibitovi a jak se vyvijel viznam pojmu deathscape.

Analyza procesu zavedeni kremace vyjadiené kvantitativnimi charakteristikami probiha
v kontextu spolecensko-politického vyvoje. Zakladni sledovanou tizemni jednotkou této kapitoly
je stat, protoZe pravé na urovni statu jsou urcovany legislativni podminky pro praktikovani
kremace, jejiz akceptovani je jednou z primarnich podminek uplatnéni kremace v kulture
pohibivani. Samotné shromazdéni a tridéni dat o kremaci je rovnéz vyznamnou soucasti prace.
Po statistickych analyzach sestavené databaze idajii o kremaci statli Zapadniho svéta je Sifeni
jevu dale zkoumano podle teorie diftiize inovaci a posuzovano, zda lze zavedeni kremace popsat
jako kulturni zménu v souladu s koncepci evolucionistickou nebo difuzionistickou. Metodou
korelace je zjiStovano, zda zavadéni kremace casové nebo prostorové souvisi s ukazateli
naboZenstvi, pro jehoZ hodnoceni je vytvorena vlastni klasifikace. Pro explanaci vysledki
statistickych analyz jsou vybrané vysledky zhodnoceny v historickém kontextu za pouZiti

reSerse historickych prament, legislativnich predpisti a odbornych ¢lankd.

Hodnoceni projevli zmén kultury pohrbivani v krajiné probihalo metodou zucastnéného
terénniho pozorovani podle navrzeného schématu tak, aby bylo mozné zavéry vyzkumu
interpretovat s ohledem na kulturu, hodnotovy systém a styl Zivota, tedy v SirSim kulturnim
kontextu. Terénni vyzkum na hibitovech byl doplnén o osobni polostandardizované rozhovory
s privodci po hibitovech, jimiz byly ucelové vybrané osoby, které podaly detailni a subjektivni
informace a predaly osobni zkuSenosti o kulture pohrbivani. Intenzivni kvalitativni vyzkum
probihal ve dvou hlavnich typech tzemi. Vysledky terénniho Setifeni na lokalni Urovni jsou

zobeciovany a jsou jimi posuzovany kulturni charakteristiky vyssi izemni jednotky - statu.

Terénni priizkum probihal v nasledujicich typech tzemi:

typ Gzemi rok trvani pocet hibitovi
1 Slovensko 2009 a 2010 14 tydna 12
Cesko 2008-2012 pribézné 30
2 Novy Zéland 2011a2012 12 tydnt 19
3 JV Asie 2011,2012a2013 9tydnt 9

(Kambodza, Malajsie, Singapur, Thajsko)
srovnavaci typ




Zastresujici kapitola prace je zavérecnym zamyslenim nad tim, jak se konkrétni zmény popsané
v predchozich Kkapitolach projevily v materidlni podobé kultury pohrbivani. Na zakladé
relevantni literatury diskutuje posun v obsahu a vyznamu pojmu deathscape v Zapadnim svéte,
tak jak se proménoval diky zavedeni kremace. Zakladni (tradi¢ni) prvek projevi vnimani smrti
spole¢nosti a procesu pohibivani v krajiné je hibitov. Kapitola diskutuje dopady zmén kultury
pohibivani pravé na vyznam a funkci hitbitovii. Zobecnénim vysledki charakterizuje posun v roli
mista v procesu pohibivani. Jednim z vystupti je vytvoreni prehledu charakteristik spole¢nosti,

které l1ze na hibitové sledovat a k nim prislusnych prvkd, které charakteristiky ukazuji.

Vysledky a diskuse
Cile prace byly splnény a vyzkumné otazky byly zodpovézeny nasledovné:
Cil 1 a k nému se vztahujici vyzkumné otazky:

Analyzovat kremaci jako fenomén, ktery vznikl a $itil se v prostoru Zapadniho svéta v modernim
obdobi v kontextu spolecensko-politického vyvoje. Zhodnotit zpisob, jakym byla kremace zavedena
do pohrebni praxe.

Jak vznikla mySlenka kremace? Jak se myslenka kremace $ifila? Jak dochazelo k zavedeni kremace
do praxe pohrebnictvi jednotlivych stati a jaké faktory mély na zavadéni vliv? Lze proces Sireni
kremace oznacit jako diftizi? Koresponduje zména kultury pohibivani s evolucionistickym nebo

difuzionistickym konceptem kulturni zmény?

V souladu s evolucionistickou a difuzionistickou koncepci byly posouzeny impulsy vedouci
k prijeti myslenky kremace a bylo stanoveno, které jsou endogenni (vychazejici z evoluce uvnitr
spolecnosti) a které jsou exogenni (podminéné okolnim prostiedim). Z porovnani faktori
mysSlenky zavedeni kremace vyplynulo, Ze charakter zrodu myslenky spalovani zemfelych

v prostoru Zapadniho svéta vyhovuje spisSe evolucionistickému konceptu kulturni zmény.

Zména kultury pohrbivani je soucasti komplexniho procesu evoluce spoletnosti v modernim
obdobi, a vychazi ze (a) spoletenského a politického vyvoje (globalizace, demokratizace,
sekularizace), (b) vyvoje mySleni a hodnotového systému (realismus, logika, lidskd prava,

moznost volby) a technologického vyvoje (industrializace, védeckotechnicky pokrok).

Vysoka koncentrace kremace v pocatecnich stadiich jejiho zavadéni a sousedsky efekt indikuji,
Ze se jednalo o hierarchickou diftzi. Studium diftze kremace vyustilo v souladu s teorii difize
inovaci v identifikaci center, os a oblasti difize. Bylo stanoveno pét oblasti diftize kremace
(zapadni, stiedni, severni, ruska a fecka) které se vyznacuji (a) dominanci centra/skupiny center
ze kterych se inovace $irila a (b) existenci sousedské spolupriace mezi staty. Bylo prokazano,

Ze pocet prisvojovatelli kremace v ¢ase rostl podle S-kiivky a z modelu vyplyva, Ze aZ stat projde




vSemi stadii difize inovace a dojde stavu nasyceni, bude mira jevu zafixovana na urcité hladiné
a bude stagnovat. Predpokldddm, Ze po dosazeni stavu nasyceni se nebude mira kremace
vyrazné meénit, ¢i nezacne klesat a zména se odehraje az pri vzniku nové kultury pohibivani

(pri dalsi evolu¢ni zméné).

Byly stanoveny etapy procesu zavadéni kremace v Evropé. Kremace sama o sobé je univerzaln{
a abstraktni, az v kontextu konkrétnich politicko-kulturnich podminek se projevuje jako
specificky zptsob kultury pohrbivani. Kremace je klasifikovana za jeden z doprovodnych efekt
obecného spolecenského vyvoje v modernim obdobi a mezniky etap (1898, 1939, 1963, 1989)
odpovidaji vyznamnym milnikim v piistupu nabozZenstvi ke kremaci a milnikiim v politickém

VyVoji.

Vypocet zavislosti etapy prijeti kremace na typu ndbozenstvi podle vlastni vytvoiené typologie
ukazuje, Ze etapa ptijeti kremace jednotlivymi staty do pohiebni praxe sice zavisi na religiozité,

avSak vyznamnéjsi roli hraly jiné faktory:

= technologicka vyspélost statu, liberalnost, otevienost zménam
= politické klima ve statu - vliv ideologie
= politickd moc cirkve, sila nabozZenskych instituci

* hodnotovy systém predstaviteli statu s rozhodovaci pravomoci

I kdyZ doslo v Zapadnim svété k hlavni zméné kultury pohrbivani tj. zavedeni kremace evoluci,
tedy ptsobenim vnitinich faktord, mohlo dochazet k dil¢im, regionalnim ¢i do¢asnym zménam
rovnéz plisobenim faktorti vnéjSich. Obecné miize byt zména kultury pohirbivani zapricinéna

faktory vnitinimi, vnéj$imi nebo jejich kombinaci.
Cil 2 a k nému se vztahujici vyzkumné otazky:

Popsat, jak kremace modifikovala konkrétni kultury pohtbivani v souvislosti s Zivotnim stylem
a hodnotami téchto spolecnosti.
Jak se zména promitla ve vybranych statech v prostoru hibitova a jak nova kultura pohrbivani

reflektuje hodnoty a postoje spole¢nosti (nejen) ke smrti? Jaké dal$i docasné ¢i prostorové omezené

vivs

formy promeény kultury pohibivani mohou nastat, napf. vlivem zmény vnéjSich podminek?

Bylo prokazano, ze k vzrlstu vyznamu kremace prispély na Novém Zélandu jiné faktory
nez v Cesku a na Slovensku. Soucasny obraz kultury pohibivani Nového Zélandu se utvarel
kombinaci maorské tradice v interakci s evropskou a s novym ekologickym pristupem. Ptirodni
pohiby a s tim souvisejici vnimani smrti jako navratu do prirody, prispiva k otevieni spolecnosti
tomuto tématu. Zavedeni kremace se projevilo rozdilné i v prostoru hibitovli studovanych
spolecnosti a to v (a) podobé pohiebnich obfadd a participaci pozustalych, (b) v architektuie
nahrobki a jejich vyznamu, (c) symbolice a zdobeni hrobd, (d) funkci samotnych hibitovii. Smrt
¢i spiSe kultura pohibivani je na rozdil od obdobi moderniho v postmodernim obdobi otazkou

volby, vyjadieni osobnosti a charakteru jedince, oslava jedince, individuality. K podobnym
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zavérim o odrazu principu kolektivismu a individualismu v podobé hibitova dosSel také Katz
(2012), ktery zkoumal zmény zdobeni a symboliky nahrobkd na izraelskych vojenskych
hibitovech.

Kultura pohibivani Slovenska a Ceska je do velké miry podobna a hlavni diferenciace jsou
tvoreny rozdily naboZenskymi a rozdily ve velikosti sidel. Pirekvapivé presné je, Ze zrist
vyznamu kremace se odehrava témér shodnou formou a rychlosti jako tomu bylo v Cesku.
ProtoZe se vSak na Slovensku zacala kremace z dlvodu silné Kkatolické tradice zavadét
o ¢tyticet let pozdéji neZ v Cesku, objevuji se efekty zavedeni kremace zatim jen v nejvétsich
méstech. Podobné tomu bylo i v Cesku, kde se kremace diftzi dostala do sidel niz$iho fadu
v sidelnim systému teprve na pielomu tisicileti. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze prijimani kremace
do pohtebni praxe na Slovensku nastalo v uvolnéném politickém rezimu, lze oCekavat, Ze kultura
pohibivani bude vykazovat vétsi regiondlni rozdily a izemni specifi¢nost neZ v Cesku, kde mimo
jiné architektura podléhala uniformnimu obecné pfijatému vzoru. Ukazuje se, Ze charakter
vyvoje kremace v modernim a postmodernim obdobi se odliSuje, protoZe a¢ samotny princip

kremace je stejny, vnéjs$i podminky se proménily.

plisobici na regionalni trovni. Na lokalni drovni se mohou rozlicné vnéjsi faktory projevovat
Castéji a po prechodné obdobi. Jako exogenni faktory byly identifikovany (a) fyzicko-geografické
podminky (nedostatek mista pro uplatnéni nékterych zplisobli pohibivani a specificky terén
zabranujici uplatniovani nékterych zpisobt pohibivani), (b) katastrofy a (c) interakce rozlicnych

kultur (kolonizace, migrace a imigrace do jiného pravniho prostiedi).
Cil 3 ak nému se vztahujici vyzkumné otazky:

Analyzovat, jak se zména kultury pohrbivani odrazila ve vnimani a vyznamu jejiho materialniho
projevu v krajiné.
Jak se proménuje funkce hrbitovi a jaka mista nahrazuji a prebiraji pivodni vyznamy hibitovi?

K jakym trendiim dochazi ve vyuziti hibitovi?

Nové typy zptisobu pohibivani, které vznikaji kvili pozadavkiim moderni spolecnosti mit volbu,
vysypany v prirodé, na zahradé aj.) a zaroven proménuji vyznamy mist klasickych, zejména
hibitovli Prace vymezuje pojem deathscape a tridi konkrétni ptiklady do kategorii (a) aktivni
verejné a privatni, (b) neaktivni, (c) symbolické, (d) ucelové. Se vzriistajicim vyznamem
informacnich technologii a travenim volného Casu ve virtudlnim svété, byl rozsiren rozsah
pojmu deathscape i za hranice fyzického svéta. Zapojeni dimenze virtudlniho prostoru
do diskuse, vedlo k ivaham o tom, do jaké miry je jesté v Zapadnim svété dilezité konkrétni
misto pohibeni (uloZeni ostatkili). Je zhodnoceno, Ze dochazi k oddélovani mist, kde jsou lidé
pohibeni a mist, kde pozistali truchli a vzpominaji. Toto je umoznéno diky zvysené flexibilité

uloZeni ostatki - primarné diky zavedeni kremace, ktera toto umoziiuje.
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Klicova je otazka, kterou si polozil Rugg (2000) - co délalo hibitov hibitovem drive a co déla
hibitov hrbitovem nyni? Hrbitov je zhodnocen jako misto, kde se protinaji (a zejména
v minulosti protinaly) tii aspekty, které jsou stanoveny za urcujici pro charakter hrbitova a které
v modernim obdobf zac¢aly proméniovat svou vahu. Jedna se o aspekt (a) fyzicky: uloZené ostatky,
(b) symbolicky: pomnik ve formé nahrobku, (c) prostorovy: vztazeni ke konkrétnimu jasné
vymezenému a identifikovatelnému mistu. Prace potvrdila, Ze v soucasnosti nékteré aspekty

pro hrbitov typické z néj jednak mizi a jednak se projevuji u jinych typt deathscape.

Pritomnost pozorovanych aspekti v typech deathscape

Fyzicky Symbolicky Prostorovy
Ostatky/popel Pomnik Konkrétni misto

Hibitovy

Hroby ANO ANO ANO

Kolumbaria ANO ANO ANO

Vsypové loucky ANO NE NE/ANO

Rozptylové loucky ANO NE NE

Symbolické hroby NE ANO ANO
Verejné prostory ostatni

Pomniky u silnic NE ANO ANO

Rozptyl v prirodé ANO NE NE/ANO
Privatni prostory

Rozptyl na soukromém ANO NE NE/ANO

pozemku (vétSinou)

Urna doma ANO NE ANO

Za soucasny trend miiZeme povazovat navrat k piirodé v kulture pohibivani i v podobé hibitova.
Toto je vnimano jako souvisejici se sekularizaci spolecnosti a hledanim jinych vyssich hodnot
namisto téch, jez prindsi nabozenstvi. Byl vytvoren souhrn charakteristik, které hrbitov
vyjadiuje o urcité spoleCnosti a k nim prifazeny prehled znakti/prvki, které nesou tyto

informace, pricemz se jedna se o znaky spolecnosti, nikoliv o znaky lokaln{ kultury.

Zavér

PredloZzena prace analyzovala prostorové a socidlné-politické aspekty Sifeni kremace
v Zapadnim svété¢ v modernim a postmodernim obdobi. Sir$im pojetim studie a to nejen
prostorovym (Evropa, Novy Zéland, Jihovychodni Asie), ale také kulturnim (Zapadni svét,
ortodoxni Evropa a multikulturni jihovychodni Asie) vznikla moZnost hodnotit charakteristiky
a rozdily na vyssi radovostni Urovni - statu. Tuto generalizaci vSak nepovazuji za néco
absolutniho a jsem si plné védoma toho, Ze mnohé zavéry jsou podlozeny vlastni interpretaci
vizualné pozorované skuteCnosti. Jak jiz bylo uvedeno, samotna ma vlastni interpretace je

ovlivnéna ceskym a slovenskym hodnotovym a myslenkovym systémem. Piinosem prace jsou
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priklady a fotografickd dokumentace materidlnich projeva kultury pohibivani v krajiné, které

zahrnuji ukazky ze vSech kontinentii a z mnoha rozmanitych naboZenstvi.

Terénni vyzkum mi umoznil setkani s multindbozenskymi spolecnostmi a to vcetné
alternativnich spiritualit, které ukazaly vyvoj naboZenstvi souvisejici s obecnym vyvojem

spolec¢nosti, vzajemnou interakci typl naboZenstvi a jejich propojovani

Vzhledem k (pro mé) relativné prekvapivym zjisténim v priibéhu vyzkumu jsem nékolikrat
zménila jeho presny pribéh. Sestd kapitola o proménich konceptu deathscape vznikla

az v reakci na vysledky terénniho pozorovani.

PredloZena prace prispéla k interdisciplinarnimu studiu smrti a pohibivani zejména analyzou
kremace jako jevu v prostorovém a spolecensko-politickém kontextu, jez nebyl zatim prilis
studovan. Terénnim vyzkumem prace doplnila kulturné-geografickou charakteristiku
studovanych tUzemi o novy rozmér kultury pohibivani. Na to navazujici diskusi promén
konceptu deathscape a promén role mista v procesu pohibivani ptinesl vysledky v souladu

se soucasnym postmodernim pojeti nekrogegrafickych vyzkumu.

[ presto, Ze prace neaspiruje na to hodnotit nékteré uvedené (pro nasi vétSinovou spolecnost)
kontroverzni soucasti Kkultury pohibivani (virtualni hrbitovy, pohiby vystielenim raket
na ohiiostroje s popelem, pojidani popela apod.), absenci ndhrobkt a pohi‘ebnich obiadii v Cesku
a ztraceni nékterych vyznami hibitovii povaZuji za jev negativni. Domnivam se, Ze variabilita
a kreativita pohibti, vztah ke smrti a vnimani a vyuziti hibitovd v jinych kulturach (zejména

Zapadniho svéta) by mohla byt pro nasi ceskou a slovenskou spole¢nost inspirativni.
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Introduction

Many different types of burial practices can be found around the world today. The author
understands the key term “burial culture” not to be just the manner of burial (such
as inhumation, burial at sea, cremation, casting bodies to vultures, etc.), but also the rituals and
traditions involved in the burial process. Participation in burial ceremonies and family
involvement and active participation in the preparation of burial ceremonies define the burial
culture of a society and at the same time bear testimony to this society, its value system, lifestyle
and cultural and historical development. Burial rituals arose as a response to human fear of the
dead and from the necessity to control the “activities” of the spirits of the dead (Frazer 1886
in Binford 1971). Burial culture acquires meaning once it is classified according to temporal and
spatial characteristics. Burial culture anchors individual and collective identities to the past
(as well as people to their ancestors) as well as to regions. Nowhere in the world, except in India,

has only one method of burial been observed throughout history.

In the Western world (as it is defined in this dissertation) a fundamental change in burial culture
has taken place in the modern era due to the introduction of cremation. This has resulted
in a complete change in burial customs, which, according to Christian tradition, had previously
only allowed for inhumation, i.e. burial in the ground. In her master’s thesis (Hupkova 2008)
the author determined how cremation was introduced in Czechia and how burial culture in
Czechia is differentiated. Differences corresponded with differences in religiosity. Besides the
traditional factor of religion, the author also discovered other factors that resulted in differences
at all levels - the local, regional and macroregional. The role of political factors was at the center
of interest in this dissertation. Several questions arose from the findings of the author’s master's
thesis; the author attempts to answer these questions in her dissertation. Discussion about
the naturalness of cremation in Western countries with Christian traditions has called up
the question of to what extent has this change been caused by the internal evolution of society
and culture, and to what extent is this change the result of external factors, such as increased
migration, increased interaction between cultures and changes in physical geography. If this
change in burial culture is natural and is the result of internal processes of change, and is
therefore a part of a greater aggregate of causes and effects related to general (social, political
and technological) changes in society, can the course of such change be described? Can current

and future trends in burial culture be described?

The material manifestations of burial culture in the form of cemeteries were an important
source of information about society for the author’s necrogeographical research. She assumes
that the ability to interpret observed phenomena improves with greater experience, and admits
that in her last work she was not able to fully utilize the potential of studying cemeteries,
due in part to her limited areal focus on only Czechia. The field observation of cemeteries and
their interpretation are encumbered by the subjective view of the researcher, despite attempts

to be objective as possible. The author frequently uses photographic documentation to depict

14



cemeteries, as she assumes that photography will facilitate better understanding for readers,

and also due to the fact that her research was focused on the visual perception of reality.

The aim of this dissertation is not only to fulfill its outlined research goals, but also to encourage
reader interest in the topic and its findings. Another aim is to show how the nature of Western
society, which is, to put it simply, focused on success and performance and has all but displaced
loss (i.e. death) from memory, is expressed in burial culture and what this culture says about
the values of society itself. Readers are posed the question of whether they know where their
attitudes towards death and their preferred method of burial come from and how such attitudes

and preferences compare with other cultures globally.

Over the past four years, many important necrogeographical works have been written. These
works include not only academic articles and publications, but also student theses. This recent
interest shows how attractive such topics are to young researchers. The author has noted a shift
in how the issue has been approached. Current works are post-modern in nature, whereas
earlier works consisted primarily of descriptive analyses of material elements of cemeteries
(and did not interpret cemeteries in the light of sociopolitical change). This dissertation draws
from such older works in that it does assess the physical elements of cemeteries; however,
it also attempts to interpret them within the broader social context. It also addresses cemeteries
in general, not just specific types of cemeteries, such as military, ethnic and religious cemeteries,
as was the case for earlier necrogeographical studies. In compliance with the principles of the
new cultural geography, the attention is turned to everyday living, mental processes and the

lives of "ordinary people".

For the geographical study of death, it is key that death is studied as a process and not as an
event (as it is in demography and medicine), and that emphasis is placed on what happens
before and after death. In geography the burial process in its broadest sense and particularly its
effect on the landscape is more important than the process of dying (i.e.,, what happens before
death). Necrogeography seeks out the collective significance of changes in burial culture in time
and space. Despite the fact that geography in general has yet to deal with the topic of cremation
and related phenomena, the author assumes that this is a topic that deserves study in the field

of death and burial studies.

The aims of the dissertation

The author draws from and expands upon her master's thesis, and established the following

aims of her dissertation:

» To analyze cremation as a phenomenon that originated and spread in the spatial
environment of the Western world in the modern period in the context of sociopolitical

change; to assess the way in which cremation was introduced into burial practices.
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= To describe how cremation has altered specific burial cultures in relation to lifestyles
and the values of these societies. The author assumes to find similar regional patterns in
Slovakia as were found in Czechia for the introduction and practice of cremation;

religiosity levels and settlement size are assumed to play the most important roles.

= To analyze how changes in burial culture have affected the perception and significance of

its material manifestation in the landscape.
The author poses the following research questions:

= How did the idea of cremation originate? How did the idea of cremation spread? How
was cremation introduced to burial practices in individual countries and what factors
influenced its introduction? Can the expansion of cremation be considered to be a
process of diffusion? Is change in burial culture consistent with the evolutionary or

diffusionist concept of cultural change?

= How have changes associated with the introduction of cremation been projected in select
countries in the spatial environments of cemeteries, and how does this new burial
culture reflect the values and attitudes of society towards death and other related
issues? What other temporary or spatially limited forms of burial culture transformation

can occur due to changes in external factors?

= How has the role of place been transformed in the burial process in relation to the
introduction of cremation in the Western world? How have the function of cemeteries
been transformed and what places have replaced cemeteries and taken over their

original significance? What trends have arisen in cemetery use?

Methodology and the structure of the dissertation

The area of study of this dissertation encompasses the Western world - a macroregion defined
specially for this work. The author is primarily interested in changes in burial culture
in the modern era in developed countries where cremation is a new phenomenon and where its
introduction was not consistent with traditional religions, specifically in developed Christian
countries in Europe, and in the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. This definition
of the Western world corresponds with Huntington’s concept of civilization (Huntington 1997).
The main case studies focus on the regions of (a) Slovakia and Czechia and (b) New Zealand.
Considering the fact that cremation is a non-native practice that has also spread throughout
Orthodox Christianity in Europe and that the political influence of Russia was significant
in the introduction of cremation in post-Communist countries (which is important for the
studied countries of Slovakia and Czechia), this dissertation includes European Orthodox

Christian countries in the definition of the Western world. For analyzing the diffusion
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of cremation, in which the friends-and-neighbors effect plays a role, European space in its
entirety should be included, including Orthodox Christian and Muslim space. In the study area,
labeled the Western world in this dissertation, cremation is not a part of religious tradition and
therefore one aim is to discover how individual countries have incorporated this new

phenomenon into their policies and cultures.

The aim of the research is to evaluate current burial culture in the Western world, i.e., burial
culture at the start of the twenty-first century. The key to understanding this culture lies
in analyzing related historical events and processes including (a) the origins of the idea
of cremation in the mid-nineteenth century, (b) the introduction of cremation in the late
nineteenth century and (c) changing cremation rates in sociopolitical perspective during the
twentieth century. Death and burial in the modern and post-modern eras are the main topics
of interest. These phenomena in earlier eras have been the subject of extensive research
in archaeology and anthropology, yet they still have not been fully described in the modern

and post-modern eras.

This dissertation has three basic research focuses, as already described in the introduction.
In order to evaluate contemporary burial culture in the Western world, as indicated by the title
of this dissertation, the main cause of changes in burial culture are first separately analyzed
as a phenomenon that appeared (the conditions for the origins of cremation are studied) and
expanded in geographical space (the circumstances under which cremation was adapted
in Western countries are studied). In the following chapter specific effects of burial culture
on the landscape resulting from the introduction of cremation are assessed. A more general
chapter then generalizes findings and examines how these studied changes in burial culture
have transformed the perception and function of cemeteries and how the meaning of the term

deathscape has developed.

Quantitative characteristics of the introduction of cremation are analyzed in the context
of sociopolitical change. The basic territorial unit studied in this chapter is the state, because it is
at the level of the state that cremation legislation is determined; such legislation is one
of the primary prerequisites for the implementation of cremation within burial culture.
Cremation data collection and classification is also an important part of this dissertation. After
the statistical analysis of the compiled cremation database from the Western world, the spread
of this phenomenon is further studied using the theory of the diffusion of innovations
and whether the introduction of cremation is an evolutionary or a diffusionist cultural change is
assessed. Correlation is used to establish whether the introduction of cremation is temporally
or spatially related to religious indicators; a separate classification system is created to evaluate
religiosity. In order to interpret the results of the statistical analysis, select results are evaluated

from a historical perspective using historical sources, legal acts and academic papers.

The effect of changes in burial culture on the landscape was evaluated using participant

observation, so that research results could be interpreted in the light of culture, value systems
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and lifestyles from the wider cultural perspective. In addition to field research in cemeteries,
semi-structured interviews were conducted with cemetery guides, i.e., purposefully selected
people who shared detailed, subjective information about cemeteries, in addition to their own
personal experience with burial culture. Intensive qualitative research was conducted in two
main types of areas. The findings of local field research are generalized and the cultural

characteristics of higher territorial units, i.e. the state, are assessed based on them.

Field research was conducted in the following types of areas:

Type of area Year duration number
of cemeteries
1 Slovakia 2009 and 2010 14 weeks 12
Czechia 2008-2012 Intermittently 30
New Zealand 2011 and 2012 12 weeks 19
Southeast Asia 2011,2012 and 2013 6 weeks 9

(Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand,)
comparative type

The concluding chapter of the dissertation considers how the specific changes described
in previous chapters have affected the material form of burial culture. Using relevant literature,
changes in the definition of the term deathscape in the Western world resulting from
the introduction of cremation are discussed. Cemeteries are a basic (traditional) element
expressing how society perceives the burial process. This chapter discusses the effects
of changes in burial culture on the significance and function of cemeteries. Findings were
generalized so that the shift in the role of place in the burial process could be characterized.
An overview of the characteristics of a society that can be observed in cemeteries and their

individual elements was also created as a result.

Conclusions
The aims of the dissertation were met and the research questions were answered as following:
Aim 1 and related research questions:

To analyze cremation as a phenomenon that originated and spread in the spatial environment
of the Western world in the modern era in the context of sociopolitical change. To summarize
the way in which cremation was introduced into burial practices.

How did the idea of cremation originate? How did the idea of cremation spread? How was
cremation introduced to burial practices in individual countries and what factors influenced
its introduction? Can the expansion of cremation be considered to be a process of diffusion? Is
change in burial culture consistent with the evolutionary or diffusionist concept of cultural

change?
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Consistent to both evolutionary and diffusionist theory, impulses leading to the adaption
of cremation were analyzed, which resulted in the differentiation of endogenous impulses
(i.e. impulses originating within a society) and exogenous impulses (i.e. impulses determined
by the external environment). Upon comparing the factors involved in the introduction
of cremation, it was discovered that the origins of cremating the dead in the spatial environment

of the Western world indicate evolutionary cultural change.

Changes in burial culture are part of the complex evolution of society in the modern era driven
(a) by social and political change (such as globalization, democratization and secularization),
(b) by change in value systems and systems of thought (such as realism, logic, human rights
and increased personal choices) and (c) by technological development (such as industrialization,

scientific and technological progress, etc.)

High cremation rates at the early stage of its introduction and the impact of the friends-and-
neighbors effect indicate hierarchical diffusion. The results of my study of the diffusion
of cremation identified centers, axes and areas of diffusion based on the theory of the diffusion
of innovations. Five areas of cremation diffusion were established (western, central, northern,
Russian and Greek areas), each of which (a) is dominated by a center (or group of centers) from
which innovation then spread and (b) indicates mutual influence between neighboring
countries. It was proven that the rise in the number of cremations over time has followed
an S-curve pattern; following this model, once a state has gone through all the stages
of the diffusion of innovations and reaches saturation point, the rate of this phenomenon will be
fixed at a certain level and stagnate. [ assume that once the saturation point has been reached,
the cremation rate will not drastically change, nor will it start to decrease, and that new changes

will occur only once a new burial culture emerges as a result of further evolutionary changes.

Stages in the introduction of cremation in Europe were defined. Cremation as a concept is
universal and abstract; it is only within the context of specific political and cultural systems that
it becomes a specific custom in burial culture. Cremation is classified as one
of the accompanying effects of general social change in the modern era; key stages represented
by the years 1898, 1939, 1963 and 1989 correspond with important milestones in religious

attitudes towards cremation, as well as milestones in political change.

Calculations of the dependence of the various stages of the acceptance of cremation on religion
type (based on my own typology) indicate that the stage at which various countries
incorporated cremation in their burial practices does indeed depend upon religion; however,
other factors play more important roles. These factors include:

= the level of technological development, the level of liberalism and the amount
of openness towards change;

= the country’s political climate and the influence of ideology;
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= the political power of the church and the strength of religious institutions;

= the value system of the executive branch of government.

Although in the Western world the main change in burial culture, i.e. the introduction
of cremation, occurred as a result of evolution, i.e. as a result of the effects of internal factors,
external factors may have had an effect on smaller, regional or temporary changes. In general it
can be stated that changes in burial culture can be caused by internal or external factors

or a combination therein.
Aim 2 and related research questions:

To describe how cremation has altered specific burial cultures of societies in relation to
lifestyles and the values.

How have changes in the form of the introduction of cremation in select countries affected the
spatial environment of cemeteries, and how does this new burial culture reflect the values
and attitudes of society towards death and other related issues? What other temporary or
spatially limited forms of burial culture transformation could occur due to changes in external

factors?

The increased popularity of cremation in New Zealand can be attributed to different factors than
the ones at play in Czechia and Slovakia. Current burial culture in New Zealand includes
the influence of a combination of Maori and European traditions and also incorporates new
ecological attitudes. In natural burial, the perception of death as a return to nature is reflected.
Such views have contributed to opening society up to such topics. The introduction of cremation
has shown to have a different effect on the spatial environments of cemeteries in the studied
societies (a) in the form of burial ceremonies and the participation of the bereaved,
(b) in the architecture and meaning of headstones, (c) in the symbolism and decoration of graves
and (d) in the function of cemeteries. In the post-modern era, death, or more specifically, burial
culture is viewed as an issue of choice, an expression of personality, and a celebration
of individuals and individuality. Katz (2012) studied changes in headstone symbolism
and decorations in Israeli military cemeteries, and came to the same conclusions about the

reflection of collectivism and individualism in cemeteries.

Burial culture in Slovakia and Czechia is largely similar and is mainly differentiated by religious
differences and differences in settlement size. It is surprising to note that in Slovakia growth
in cremation popularity occurred in a similar manner and at a similar speed as it occurred
in Czechia. However, due to strong Catholic traditions cremation was introduced in Slovakia
forty years later than in Czechia, which means that today cremation affects only large cities. The
same was true for Czechia until cremation expanded to smaller settlement areas via diffusion
at the turn of the millennium. Considering the fact that cremation was introduced as a burial
practice in Slovakia in a relaxed political climate, it can be expected that Slovak burial culture
will indicate greater regional differences and greater areal specificity than in Czechia, where not

only the architecture was based on a general uniformly accepted pattern. It seems that
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the nature of cremation change in the modern and post-modern eras differs as external factors

have changed, even though the actual principle of cremation is the same.

The most important exogenous factors affecting the regional level were determined based
on field observations and the study of relevant literature. At the local level differing external
factors can have more frequent effects, including temporary periods. The following exogenous
factors were identified: (a) physical geography (i.e., a lack of space for certain burial customs
and terrain that prevents certain types of burial customs), (b) catastrophes, and (c) interactions
between different cultures (i.e., colonization, migration and immigration to different legal

environments).
Aim 3 and related research questions:

To analyze how changes in burial culture have affected the perception and significance
of their material effects on the landscape.

How have the functions of cemeteries been transformed and what places have replaced
cemeteries and taken over their original significance? What trends have arisen in cemetery

use?

The deathscape is expanding (to include roadside memorials, areas where ashes are spread,
such as natural areas and gardens, etc.) as new types of burial customs have arisen as a result
of the greater choices, greater flexibility and the importance of expressing one’s own opinion
afforded by modern society. At the same time the significance of traditional places
in the deathscape, especially cemeteries, has changed. This dissertation defines the term
deathscape and classifies specific deathscapes into the following categories: (a) active public
and private, (b) non-active, (c) symbolic and (d) functional. Due to the growing importance
of information technology and as people spend more time in the virtual world, the deathscape
has expanded beyond the confines of the physical world. By bringing virtual space into
the discussion, the question of to what extent specific burial places are still important
in the Western world arises. It was discovered that there are differences between places where
people are buried and places where the bereaved mourn and reminisce. These differences are
made possible thanks to increased flexibility in dealing with remains, primarily
due to cremation.

The question posed by Rugg (2000) is key: What made a cemetery a cemetery in the past,
and what makes a cemetery a cemetery today? Cemeteries were determined to be places where
three different defining aspects of cemeteries intersect (or in the past intersected); the value
of these aspects has begun to transform in the post-modern era. These three aspects include:
(a) physical aspects, i.e., the disposal of remains, (b) symbolic aspects, i.e., memorials in the form
of headstones and (c) spatial aspects, i.e. the creation of a relationship to a clearly defined
and identifiable place. The dissertation has confirmed that several typical aspects of cemeteries

have disappeared and that others now appear in other types of deathscapes.
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Observed deathscape aspects by type of deathscape

Physical Symbolic Spatial
Remains/ashes Memorial Specific places

Cemeteries

Graves YES YES YES

Columbaria YES YES YES

Gardens of remembrance YES NO NO/YES

(for interring ashes)

Gardens of remembrance YES NO NO

(for scattering ashes)

Symbolic graves NO YES YES
Other public spaces

Roadside memorials NO YES YES

Scattering ashes in the countryside YES NO NO/YES
Private spaces

Scattering ashes on private property YES NO (mainly) NO/YES

Keeping ashes in an urn at home YES NO YES

One current trend is a return to nature in both burial culture and in the appearance
of cemeteries. This is related to the secularization of society and the search for higher values
outside of the confines of religion. An overview of the characteristics of society expressed
in cemeteries was created as was an outline of the symbols and elements bearing this

information.

A review of the dissertation

This dissertation analyzes the spatial and sociopolitical aspects of the spread of cremation
in the Western world in the modern and post-modern eras. Due to the broad nature of the study,
which was both spatially broad (including Europe, New Zealand and Southeast Asia), as well
as culturally broad (include the Western world, Christian Orthodox Europe and multicultural
Southest Asia), characteristics and differences could be evaluated at a high level of territorial
unit - the state. I do not, however, consider such generalizations to be absolute truths and I am
fully aware of the fact that many of my conclusions are based upon my own interpretations
of visual observations. As I have already stated, my own interpretation was influenced by
prevalent Czech and Slovak value systems and systems of thought. This dissertation presents
examples and photographic documentation of the material effects of burial culture
on the landscape; this documentation includes images from all continents depicting the burial
cultures of various religions.
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Through my field research [ was able to become acquainted with multi-religious societies (which
included alternative forms of spirituality) indicating religious changes related to general social

change, and interaction between these religions and their interconnections.

In the course of my research, | made several surprising findings, which made me change
the course of my research. The sixth chapter about the transformation of the concept

of deathscape originated as a reaction to the findings from my field observations.

This dissertation has contributed to the interdisciplinary study of death and burial primarily
through its analysis of cremation as a spatial and sociopolitical phenomenon, a subject which has
yet to be studied in detail. Field-research-based findings have added a new dimension
to knowledge about the cultural geography of the areas studied: an understanding of burial
culture. Findings from the following discussion of changes in the concept of deathscape
and the transformation of the role of place in the burial process are consistent with post-modern

conceptions of necrogeographical research.

Although this dissertation does not aspire to evaluate some of the aspects of burial culture that
are found by most people to be controversial (such as virtual cemeteries, using cremation ashes
in fireworks, eating ashes, etc.), I consider the absence of headstones and burial ceremonies
in Czechia and the loss of some of the meanings of cemeteries to be a negative phenomenon.
[ assume that the variability and creativity of burials, the relationship to death and the
perception and use of cemeteries in other cultures (especially in the Western world) could serve

as inspiration for Czech and Slovak society.
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