
 
 

 

AB S T R AC T  

This dissertation is focused on changes in burial culture in the modern and post-modern era resulting 

from the introduction of cremation as a new part of burial practices in Western countries. Its aim is                  

to analyze changes in burial culture in the context of social and political developments and through their 

physical effects on the landscape.  

In order to evaluate contemporary burial culture in the Western world, the main cause of changes                     

in burial culture was first separately analyzed as a phenomenon that appeared (the conditions for the 

origins of cremation) and expanded in geographical space (the circumstances under which cremation was 

adapted in Western countries). The diffusion of innovations theory is used, which is capable of describing 

and interpreting the process of introducing cremation in its modern form. In the second phase of research, 

specific manifestations of changes in burial culture caused by the introduction of cremation are examined 

based on case studies conducted in the field. In the following part of the dissertation findings are 

generalized, and how the perception and function of cemeteries have changed due to the influence                    

of changes in burial culture and how the significance of the concept of the deathscape - landscapes and 

places whose appearance and relationships are influenced by death – has been modified, are discussed.   

For the purposes of this dissertation a database of indicators of the introduction of cremation in Western 

countries was created. Based upon statistical analysis of these data and taking into account the historical 

and political context, this process was found to correspond with the evolutionary concept of cultural 

change. It was also discovered that this phenomenon has spatially expanded via hierarchical diffusion.              

By comparing the stages of the introduction of cremation and by classifying religiosity in Western 

countries it was discovered that changes in burial culture are part of the complex evolution of society               

in the modern era driven by social and political developments (such as globalization, democratization and 

secularization), by developments in thinking and value systems (such as realism, logic, human rights and 

growth in personal choices), and by technological developments (such as industrialization, scientific and 

technological progress, etc.)  

Field observations made in case studies of two types of areas, (a) Slovakia and Czechia and (b) New 

Zealand, show how evolutionary changes in burial culture have manifested themselves in the landscape. 

By interpreting the material manifestations of burials at the local level, culture, life style and the 

relationship between society and death are evaluated and different motives leading towards the growing 

importance of cremation in both types of areas are documented. In addition to this total overview                     

of different types of burial culture changes, specific examples of the (temporary) effects of external factors 

are given, such as: physical geography (lack of space, or terrain), catastrophes and the interactions                     

of different cultures (colonization, migration and immigration to new legal environments).  

The perception, significance and function of cemeteries in the West have transformed along with the 

transformation of burial culture. By evaluating three defined aspects of the burial process, i.e. physical 

aspects (remains), symbolic aspects (memorials) and spatial aspects (place), changes                                                

in the understanding of the concept of deathspace are assessed as is the general role of place in burial 

culture. Whereas cremation is a new theme in geographic research (as well as in other fields), deathscape 

research is currently popular in necrogeographic research. 
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