
Determination of Parenthood (Abstract)

The determination of parenthood is undoubtedly a very topical issue. There are 

significant changes which are consequences of modern society approach to the family 

life as well as of massive progress in the field of medical science and genetics. The 

development in these areas has brought new concepts such as baby-boxes, assisted 

reproduction and surrogacy. Now it is up to the legislation to provide rules within the 

legal framework for these new institutions to steady parental relationships and to secure 

their protection as well.

The aim of this thesis is to familiarize the reader with Czech legal regulation of 

determination of parenthood by means of its description and analysis. Another aim of 

the work is to compare this legal regulation with regulation in other countries, in 

particular in Germany and to find similarities and differences between them. Finally the 

thesis highlights new institutions within determination of parenthood. This thesis 

consists of nine chapters which deal with particular parts of its subject-matter.

The opening chapter discusses the relationship between a parent and a child both 

theoretically and historically. Apart from that it also describes legal regulations 

applicable in the Czech Republic and Germany in the course of time. The second 

chapter is dedicated to determination of maternity in our country as well as from the 

perspective of German law. The third chapter focuses on legal problems connected with 

baby-boxes and anonymous childbirths in European countries, while the fourth one 

discusses the concealed birth in the Czech Republic particularly. Surrogacy represents 

the subject-matter of the following chapter. The sixth chapter deals with determination 

of paternity in the Czech Republic by means of presumptions as well as with legal 

proceedings regarding both determination and denial of paternity. The German legal 

regulation of this topic is offered the next chapter. Issues of assisted reproduction from 

the point of view of both Czech and German law constitute chapter number eight. The 

determination of parenthood in the new Civil Code is compared to its current regulation 

in the final ninth chapter. 

The work thus provides a comprehensive overview of the issues of the 

determination of parenthood from both the point of view of the Czech and German law.
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