
ISSUE OF THE LIFE IMPRISONMENT 
 

SUMMARY 
 

The purpose of this diploma thesis is to analyse the issue of life incarceration and 

some of the matters, which are related to this kind of punishment. I have decided to choose 

this topic because I have always been interested in the question of how society should punish 

the most serious crimes. Moreover, this punishment was introduced into the Czech legal 

framework not that long time ago, so in my opinion, there is still much space for its 

improvement. 

 

The life incarceration, which is the severest punishment possible within the Czech 

legal frame-work can be imposed by court only in the cases of the most serious crimes such as 

aggravated murder, terrorist attack or high treason. It was implemented in 1990 by the 

Criminal Code Amendment Act, which abolished the death penalty and replaced it with the 

life sentence. 

 

This thesis is divided into seven main chapters. The first part defines the basic terms, 

also it explains the purpose of punishment and deals with the system of punishments available 

according to our Criminal Code. Next chapter shows us briefly the evolution of punishments, 

especially of the life imprisonment, from the oldest civilizations up to the present. The third 

and fourth part are the core parts of this thesis, because they concern with the actual 

legislation of the life imprisonment, when and under which conditions it can be imposed and 

under which circumstances the criminal can be paroled. Also I explain how this punishment is 

executed, which rights and obligations do the prisoners have and I try to stress the importance 

of the rehabilitation programs which each inmate has to go through. During these sections 

I attempt to valorise the current legislation and I try to suggest possible enhancement as well. 

 

There has been much discussion regarding the abolition of death penalty and replacing 

it by the life sentence. Because of this I also included in this thesis one chapter, which 

compares both penalties. In this comparison I cover also the long-term imprisonment, I 

mention the most important strengths and weaknesses of all these three punishments and 

finally I assess which one I see as the most suitable punishment for the gravest crimes. I 

decided for the life imprisonment, because it is in accordance with the basic human rights and 



at the same time it is strict enough to sufficiently punish the criminals for the very serious 

crimes they have committed. 

 

As a very interesting and beneficial part of this thesis I consider the subsequent one, 

where I describe how the life sentence is imposed in the foreign countries. I draw inspiration 

from the foreign legislation and suggested a few changes, which could be applied into our 

legal framework in the manner of other countries. 

 

In the final part I try to show the personalities of prisoners, how the execution 

of punishment has changed them and also I mention a survey which shows lifers’ troubles and 

opinions. 

 

After considering all relevant information I have concluded that the life imprisonment 

is a legitimate legal sanction, which as a suitable alternative of capital punishment and it 

should succeed the capital punishment in every democratic country. 

 


