
Abstract

In the fall of 2012 took place in the Czech Republic, the methanol case - were poisoned and 

subsequently to the death of many people. According Zakharov (2013, oral communication) is 

currently the actual number of victims as 58, with the death of the last of methanol poisoning 

occurred in early December 2013. Methanol was poisoned dozens of people, from those who 

survived methanol poisoning has many of them probably lifelong consequences - especially 

disturbances and disorders of the central nervous system.

The main objective of this thesis is to describe what has or has Methanol cause effects on 

patterns of alcohol and behavior related to alcohol use among target groups and to compare 

any differences in terms of socio-demographic characteristics, the awareness about the issue 

of methanol and patterns of use (including use of a harmful dependence). For the realization 

of this investigation was chosen quantitative research.

The theoretical part focuses on alcohol (pharmacodynamics, kinetics, effects of alcohol on the 

human body or patterns of use). I mention the alcohol addiction and treatment options. I also 

deal with methanol (kinetics, metabolism, toxicity and poisoning), and finally to the specific 

aspects of mass poisoning with methanol in the Czech Republic.

Data were collected from 25 May to 30 June 2013 through an online questionnaire, which was 

distributed through social networks and selected servers. Specific sites were selected simply 

by purposive sampling. The research sample consisted of 1656 respondents - drinkers. Of the 

826 men (49, 9%) and 830 women (50,1 %). Data were processed by descriptive and 

mathematical analysis (McNemar test) statistical methods.

Of 292 respondents who have changed their behavior in terms of consumption of spirits 

(formerly drank a drink now or drink anything before and now drink) are 87 % (254) stopped 

drinking spirits. Which means that nearly every sixth respondent has changed in terms of the 

consumption of spirits with alcohol content over 20 % of its behavior towards less risky -

stopped to drink. It seems that changes in behavior related to the resident - respondents from 

Moravia minimize the consumption of spirits with alcohol content over 20 %. The 

relationship between awareness of the methanol and consumption practice in this research is 

not proven. Also, it became clear that the respondents have ceased to cater spirits in 

convenience stores, market, stalls, etc., but greatly reduced the consumption of spirits with 

alcohol content over 20 %, while these respondents greatly increased consumption of beer.
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