
MATÚŠ GOLA´S B.A. THESIS – REVIEW WRITTEN BY THE OPPONENT 

 

Mr. Gola´s thesis Disillusion and the American Dream is clearly focused, from the very 

beginning, on one of the most important themes in American theatre, literature and even 

culture in general. It works with relevant primary sources, supports its main argument by 

relevant secondary sources, and is neatly structured. The only reservation one might possibly 

have is the choice of the subtitles, I think: while the idea itself is rather nice, the result is not 

that impressive, mainly because of lack of clarity. 

 

The first two introductory chapters provide a solid, albeit conventional background for the 

subsequent analysis. All the observations included are to the point, though, and with one 

exception, do not simplify way too much, as I believe that one might expect a more complex 

view on the beginning of the Cold War. Is it enough to mention the fact that Soviets tested 

their own atomic device; were there no other factors or events? 

 

The actual analysis is fairly extensive, just from time to time slightly descriptive and/or 

repetitive. The only methodological problem, in my opinion, is treating social realism and the 

theatre of the absurd as if on the same level. Thus, I would question whether Jerry really went 

through „harsh childhood and turbulant adolesvence“ (p. 27), since he could have been 

inventing and lying all the time, whether truly „the reality… is represented by Jerry“ (p. 49), 

and can we actually talk about reality in an absurdist piece? And whether in The American 

Dream it is just caricature, sarcasm and satire, and how do they go hand in hand with 

absurdity mentioned e.g. on p. 62? In this respect, Mr. Gola could have relied for example on 

Albee´s famous essay called Which Theatre is the Absurd One, and I am sure he could have 

consulted some theoretical sources as well. And yes, this is the issue I would wish him to 

discuss during the oral defense.  

 

The conclusions Mr. Gola managed to reach are solid, firmly grounded and persuasive. I just 

have to admit that what I consider unfortunate is the very last sentence, and even more 

precisely the very last words on p. 71: it is just not a good idea to finish the whole thesis with 

a statement „which included the newly ´discovered´ environmental issues, among other 

things“. It is completely off the main theme and rather clumsy, and really does not say 

anything substantial. 

 

Mr. Gola´s English is fluent and precise, but there are some mistakes concerning articles, 

capital letters, etc., and I am quite sure that a careful proofreading would have eliminated 

those. Mr. Gola´s resumé in Czech should have been definitely corrected by a native speaker, 

though: thus, he would not have ended up with „zda-li“ instead of „zdali“, „díla byly 

vybrány“ instead of „díla byla vybrána“, and similar defects.   

 

In spite of the above-mentioned minor problems, I still believe that Mr. Gola deserves the 

grade „výborně“ or „velmi dobře“. The final result, though, depends on the review written by 

the supervisor and on Mr. Gola´s performance during the oral defense.  
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