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Supervisor’s Report: 
 
Alžběta Laurincová, “Uses of Gaelic Folk Traditions in Selected Plays by W. B. Yeats, J. 
M. Synge and Lady Augusta Gregory,” BA thesis 
 
Choice of Topic: 
The proposed topic of this BA thesis, if not necessarily new, is one with continued potential 
for interesting exploration so the choice is warranted. 
 
Thesis statement / aims and objectives: 
The objective of the thesis, announced in the introductory chapter at the end of the first 
section, is to compare works by Lady Gregory, W.B. Yeats and J.M. Synge in order “to show 
the reader the similarities and differences of the way the tales are presented to them, help 
them examine the text closely to reveal the traditional motifs that actually correspond to the 
old and contemporary Irish nature and society and explain the various kinds of effect the tales 
may have upon the reader.” My concern, borne out in the analyses that follow, is that these 
issues are obliquely related and rather too dispersed for a unified thesis/argument to emerge. 
The stated objectives of the thesis are in the end only partially fulfilled. 
 
Structure and development: 
While generally the organisation is comprehensible, it is marked by some omissions, 
repetitions, digressions and chronological peculiarities that signal a weakness in the 
conceptual mapping of the topic. The attempt to provide an overview of cultural nationalism 
points out some highly relevant aspects of the debate and the cultural initiatives it spawned, 
but it lacks historical/political grounding and sometimes leans on rather dubious 
generalisations (i.e. “In the nineteenth century, before Celtic Renaissance occurred, Ireland 
was quite ignorant of cultural awareness and traditions.” or “Peasantry always kept to their 
traditions because while their soil was spoiled, their “faith” remained mostly unspoiled. They 
did not pay much attention to the oncoming progress and they did not value it. They kept to 
their traditions, culture and language and through this channel some of the famous authors 
among whose e.g. Lady Augusta Gregory can be named, got interconnected with the national 
heritage very effectively.”) The language politics or the era is skimmed over but why this is of 
relevance to the topic is not actively explained. Most of the section on the history of the Irish 
Literary Theatre relies on A.E. Horniman with no reference to any of the more recent 
scholarship available. Throughout this chapter overt connections between the material 
covered and the topic of investigation are wanting as is a developed discussion of what Gaelic 
folk traditions might consist of (legends? Catholicism? superstitions? storytelling?) or why 
they might be of particular interest in the period.  
 
The core chapters treat each of the selected writers. The impetus is rather more descriptive 
than analytical or critical and regularly relevant context and reference to Gaelic legends or 
source texts is absent. The comparative agenda of the thesis is perceptible only intermittently. 
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The relevance of the narratological terminology of fabula and sujet to the proposed project 
remains unexplained and seems to only reroute attention away from its objectives. 
Research: 
Average. Surely when there is a substantial collection of Irish Studies books in the library one 
might avoid citing the online Encyclopaedia Britannica for information on authors? 
 
Use of sources: 
Again very average. There is little evidence of critical evaluation, sources are uniformly taken 
at face value. Citations are largely correct although attribution phrases would be helpful to 
clarify context. 
 
Stylistics and language: 
Meagre language skills impede meaning on a regular basis and overall expression lacks 
fluency. 
 
Format: 
Satisfactory. 
 
Since Ms Laurincová already has interrupted her studies she is obliged to sit the final exams 
now. Under normal circumstances I would not recommend a thesis in this condition for 
defence as it could certainly do with further revision in terms of content and language. 
However, given the situation I permit it to continue to the exam. I propose to grade the work at 
maximum 3, depending on the outcome of the defence. 
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Doc. Clare Wallace, PhD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


