
Abstract  

The Bergzabern Circle, whose significance was first identified by Herbert Spiegelberg in his 

Phenomenological Movement and later underscored by Eberhard Avé-Lallemant, is one of the 

groups of critical importance to Edith Stein, due to her life-long focus on the communities within 

and through which she lived and for which she felt responsible. This applies, of course, to her 

family and to religious communities such as the Cologne and the Echt Carmel, as well as to 

groups within the Phenomenological Movement and the movement itself.  

Stein was a member of the inner circle alongside Theodor Conrad, Hedwig Conrad-Martius, Jean 

Hering, Hans Lipps, Alexandre Koyré and the hitherto much neglected Alfred von Sybel. In 

Stein’s thinking and work after World War I, she benefits substantially from this exchange of 

ideas, and many of her propositions cannot be correctly interpreted without reference to this 

circle. For example, any account of her Speyer Years (1923-31) that fails to adequately discuss 

Stein’s relationships with and visits to Bergzabern, must remain incomplete, as it lacks an 

essential dimension of Stein’s personality.  

What shaped the group’s beginnings and its goals was the young phenomenologists’ turning away 

from the ‘transcendental’ Husserl and towards Reinach in the Göttingen Philosophical Society 

(Philosophische Gesellschaft). And it was Stein’s response to Reinach’s death in the winter of 

1917/18 that gave the group its momentum. The circle formed plans to establish a 

phenomenological institute at Bergzabern, to be known as the “Phänomenologenheim” (home 

of/refuge for the phenomenologists), and takes a rather pretentious stance towards the 

phenomenological movement. A feature of the group’s position is its emphasis on religiosity and 

philosophy of religion, which renders it problematic if not suspicious in the eyes of Husserl and 

Ingarden and ultimately prevents the group from exerting a greater influence on the movement.  

My thesis examines the various phases of the Circle, especially its main activities in the 1920s 

and early 1930s, before the political situation and the outbreak of war made any further 

collaboration impossible. Particular attention will be paid to unpublished documents, including 

those from the estates of Hering and von Sybel, providing interesting insights into how individual 

members responded to the political developments of the time. 


