
Abstract 

The thesis deals with immigration policies of EU member states, specifically 

Germany, Sweden and Italy, after year 2000. Using the method of comparative case study its 

goal is to identify factors that affect immigration policy of a state based on comparison of 

immigration policies of three examined countries. Another objective is to find out, what 

determines the success of a particular immigration policy. In this context, the work tries to 

verify the following two hypotheses: (1) The Europeanization of immigration policy leads to 

national policies getting more similar to each other, yet still differences persist that are caused 

by the particularities of each country. The way a state approaches the issue of immigration is 

to a substantial degree influenced by non-material factors, especially its understanding of the 

definition of its own national identity and citizenship. and (2) Success of an immigration 

policy largely depends on whether its objectives take into account the limits of liberal 

democracy and liberal state in general. Nowadays the nation-state is not able to control all the 

movement on its territory and thus significantly affect such a global phenomenon as 

migration. Moreover, status of a liberal state implies certain commitments and expected 

behaviour, particularly in relation to human rights. In order to verify the first hypothesis, 

author compares three countries in terms of set of ten independent variables and of the 

development of their immigration policies. Special attention is paid to the development and 

impact of EU immigration policy. Based on this comparison Hypothesis 1 is in principle 

validated. Additionally, however, we have to take into account that besides the definition of 

national identity and citizenship, immigration policy is influenced also by the nature of the 

welfare state and the extent and nature of immigration flows that a particular country faces. 

Regarding the second hypothesis, there seems to be a need to extend it. Not only set goals, but 

also adopted measures must take into account the limits of liberal democracy and above all 

restrictions stemming from the character of existing immigration flows and the interests of 

different stakeholders, who influence adoption and implementation of immigration policies. 


