Abstract

The thesis deals with the theme of counter-terrorism legislation in two West European
countries, namely in the United Kingdom and in Spain. Specifically | focus on the topic of
detention measures (particularly on the specifics of the means of detention of suspects of
terrorism) and on the attempts of their toughening in both of the states named above. On the
present issue | apply the theory of securitization, through which | examine the debate on
toughening the detention measures, which occurred in both of these countries.

The text of the thesis comprises of two long historical chapters and a comparative final
one. The first two chapters deal with the complicated development of terrorist threats and
counter-terrorist reaction with a special focus on detention measures. The main goal is to
introduce the extensive matter of counter-terrorist legislation and to integrate the principal
topic in a broader context.

The final chapter consists of several shorter parts, which allow the comparison of
distinct attitudes of both states. After 9/11 both the United Kingdom and Spain chose different
strategies how to deal with the threat of terrorism legislatively and how to toughen the
measures examined. The main research question is how the securitization of terrorism in the
United Kingdom and in Spain differed with regard to detention measures and why the debate
was different in these states, which seem to be the closest ones in the light of the experience

with terrorism in the European context.



