
ABSTRACT 

 The aim of this thesis is to describe the language of electronic communication 

(‘netspeak’) as one of the present trends of the development of English. The thesis is based 

on the hypothesis ‘netspeak’ represents an independent multimodal linguistic variety 

sharing some features with informal face-to-face conversation. For this purpose, the 

language of selected samples of the texts of English-speaking students of British 

universities obtained from the social network Facebook was studied. The qualitative and 

quantitative analysis of these data and their comparison with spoken form of standard 

English, namely with the spoken demographically sampled part of the British National 

Corpus, confirmed the hypothesis.  
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