
Abstract

One of the most frequent questions in the study of Chinese foreign policy is whether China 

can be regarded as a responsible member of international society. It is the aim of the presented 

thesis to look more closely at China´s behaviour in the present international society in terms 

of responsibility. The thesis utilizes the concept of international society developed by the 

English school of international relations and interconnects it with the concept of responsibility 

in international relations to determine a set of criteria which an ordinary state or great power 

must meet in order to be regarded as responsible in the present international society. In order 

to determine whether China behaves as a responsible ordinary state or great power on the 

international level, the thesis utilizes the method of the most likely and the least likely case 

studies. The analysis of China´s behaviour in the World Trade Organization and within the 

nuclear non-proliferation regime can provide sufficient evidence of China´s acceptance of 

primary institutions forming the backbone of the present international society. The findings 

have serious implications for thinking of contemporary China as a status quo state respecting 

institutions and rules of the present international society.




