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The aim of this thesis is to develop a language-independent method for learning varying levels of 
abstraction of shallow semantics:  semantic frames, verbs, and lexical and syntactic classes. The 
author uses a joint model of syntax and semantics to find the best subcategorizations for each such 
level. One of the outcomes is a semantic role labeling, which is evaluated on CoNLL2009 shared 
task data and compared with other systems.

This is a second submition of this thesis. It is 52 pages long (20 pages longer than the first one). The 
key parts that were very brief,  e.g.  description of the task itself,  description of the model,  and 
specification of the input format, were extended in this new version. There are also examples of 
learned categories, which are very helpful for the reader to know what is really learned.

Nevertheless, many sections of the thesis are still quite unintelligible. A couple of question follows:

1) What is the input for your learner? From the Figures 5.13 and 5.14, it seems that it is the word 
forms and syntactic dependency labels obtained by external shallow parser, but I am not sure.

2) Do you have the semantic roles in the training data? It seems you have them there. However, in 
the abstract, you claim that you break the assumption of fixed number of semantic roles. I assume 
that you are learning subcategorization on the semantic roles so that it would better generate the 
word forms. 

3) I do not understand the evaluation method, which is very briefly described on the page 43. Could 
you describe it in more detail?

4) You claim, that your classifier has very bad performance on Japanese and very good on Czech. 
However, according to the tables 6.1 and 6.2, it seems it is opposite.

However,  I  think  that  there  was  a  sufficient  amount  of  work  done.  The  results  seems  to  be 
promising. The proposed method is language universal and feature-less and the results are very 
close to the results of fully supervised methods. Even though there are many incomprehensibilities 
in the text, I recommend this thesis to be accepted.
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