Abstract

Plant invasions are one of the major threats to global biodiversity. Since there are
many invasive species and because their elimination is very expensive, we cannot fight
against all of them. To decide with which species we should fight and with which not, we
need to have enough relevant knowledge about these species.

In this thesis | deal with one of the most widespread invasive plants in Central Europe,
small balsam (Impatiens parviflora DC.). | summarise information about origin, invasion
history, and current distribution of the species, about its morphology, autecology, impact on
native vegetation, and factors limiting its spread. As for the last two points, | point out
methodological deficiencies in previous studies that make it impossible for us to distinguish
between the cause and the effect of small balsam occurrence, i.e. what is the factor affecting
its spread and what is the impact of small balsam on native vegetation. | propose experiments

that should resolve these questions.



