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Abstract

The main focus of this thesis is the phenomenon of private military companies and

their deployment in situations of armed conflict conducted under the auspices of the so-called

"War on Terrorism". The aim is to provide the reader with an introductory insight into this

issue,  describe  specific  activities  of  private  military  companies  during  operations  in

Afghanistan  and  Iraq,  and  to  answer  research  questions  about  their  positive  or  negative

contribution to the overall results of these conflicts and the possible impact on civil-military

relations. The main thesis of this work is that the performance of these companies can not be

categorically evaluated because it is different from case to case. There are, however, some

general trends which can be traced in regard to “War on Terrorism”. They mainly relate to  the

lack  of  efficient  state  control  of  private  military  companies  and  their  conduct.

The work is divided into several parts. The first deals with the historical development

of conducting military operations with the help of non-state financially motivated actors. This

section is intended to create a framework for a better understanding of the issues examined.

The second part is devoted to theoretical classification of private military companies and their

division into sub-subcategories. The third part consists of case studies of three specific private

military companies and analysis of the impact of their activities on the conflicts. The final

section contains answers to research questions and a summary of findings - that the evaluation

of the activities of private military companies is problematic, as well as predictions of their

future impact on civil-military relations. 


