
Abstract

The left-wing terrorism in Italy in the 1970s and the Red brigades as its most significant 

symptom resulted in the long-term view from the fight between the partisans and the fascists in the 

Second World War and from the short-term view from the students' and labourers' protests in the 

end of 1960s. The Red brigades were founded in 1970 and were composed mainly by students from 

Trento (Curcio, Cagol), communists from Reggio Emilia (Franceschini,  Gallinari)  and labourers 

from Milano (Moretti).  They began in the first  years  of  their  functioning with agitation  in  the 

factories,  burning  the  cars  of  the  high  managers  and  kidnapping.  The  thesis  follows  gradual 

radicalisation of the group and the change of their aims – from this moment on mostly politicians, 

judges, state magistrates. The transformation of the Red brigades related to the personal changes in 

the  leadership  – after  Curcio  and Franceschini  were  arrested  and Cagol  killed,  radical  Moretti 

became  very  influential.  The  organisation  under  his  leadership  started  to  kill  intentionally  its 

victims and the wave of brutal attacks culminated in the spring 1978 in kidnapping and murder of 

former Prime Minister Aldo Moro. The Red brigades however became strongly socially isolated 

and several ideological differences among the members of the administration occurred, and they led 

to the splits in the organisation. The attacks appeared sporadically even during the 1980s.


