
Abstract 

 

This thesis deals with the work of the Spanish writer Enrique Vila-Matas. The text firstly 

focuses on Vila-Matas himself and subsequently contemplates the role of this author within 

the scope of the Spanish, Hispanic and ultimately also international literary history. Given the 

fact that Enrique Vila-Matas is, in many aspects, an exemplary post-modern writer, it is 

interesting to follow the paralels in his narrative approaches and compare them with 

reflections of reality by various sociologists and philosophers, such as, for example, the 

French philosopher Francise Lyotard. Vila-Matas is a direct follower of the so called 

metaliterary approach to literature – literature about literature – the development of this 

method can be encountered in the Spanish prose of Jorge Luis Borges. This manner of writing 

is very close to the literary theories of Jacques Derrida or Julia Kristeva. Thoughts of these 

authors are easily applicable to the works of Vila-Matas due to the fact that they are 

essencially identical or better to say, they are fictionally implemented in the works of Vila-

Matas. This part of the thesis focuses, among other issues, also on the very term 

intertextuality, a term very significant for the work of Vila-Matas. The last part of this paper 

deals with the analysis of several prosaic samples of Vila-Matas works. In total, three books 

were chosen which can be considered as typical representatives of Vila-Matas works. These 

are the following: Historia abreviada de la literatura portátil, Bartleby y compañía and 

Doctor Pasavento. Instead of primary focus on narratological analysis, the examination rather 

deals with general characteristics of the work of Vila-Matas and strives to find evidence 

supporting the statements mentioned in the theoretical part. This thesis demonstrates to what 

degree Vila-Matas bases his work on postmodern philosophy and how difficult it is to 

determine whether these approaches appear spontaneously or are a conscious artistic 

application of a certain theory. 


