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ABSTRAKT

Kriminalita je dilezitym spole¢enskym jevem, ktery ovliviiuje fadu aspektii fungovani
spolecnosti i Zivota kazdého clovéka. Zaroven predstavuje vyznamné interdisciplinarni
téma, kterému se vénuje rada oborl, vcCetné geografie. Logicky zde dochazi
k tematickym i metodickym presahlim; kazda z véd klade diiraz na odliSné aspekty
kriminality, vyuziva jinych metod a vyzkumnych postupti, zptsobi interpretace, a proto
prispiva k poznani kriminality odliSné. Vyznam geografie spociva zejména v obohaceni
vyzkumu Kkriminality o prostorovou dimenzi, napomdha Kkjejimu poznani
prostfednictvim analyz rozmisténi kriminality a studiemi percepce zloCinu. Ackoliv
tento typ studii pati{ v zahrani¢nich vyzkumech k béZné vyuzivanym, v ¢eské geografii je

jim vénovano pouze malo pozornosti.

Tato dizertacni prace se zaméfuje na predstaveni vyzkumu geografie zlocinu, priblizuje
jeji teoreticky a metodicky vyvoj a diskutuje jeji vyuzitelnost a vyuziti v ceském
kontextu. VétSi diiraz je v praci kladen na koncept strachu ze zloc¢inu, ktery tvori
zakladni slozku pocitu bezpeci ovliviiujici kaZzdodenni Zivot, vyuZivani méstského
prostoru a prostorovou mobilitu jednotlivci. Pravé lepsi pochopeni diferencovaného
vnimani zlo¢inu riznymi skupinami obyvatel ¢i uzivateld a nasledna aplikace zjisténych
poznatkli do praxe muze prispét ke zlepSeni kvality zivota a zvySeni rezidencni

spokojenosti.

Dizerta¢ni prace se sklada ze dvou casti. Prvni Cast nejprve predstavuje obecna
vychodiska prace a shrnuje vyvoj a zakladni pristupy k vyzkumu zlo¢inu v geografii.
Nasleduje kapitola diskutujici jiZ samotné jadro prace - koncept strachu ze zlocinu, ktera
se zaméruje na diferencované vnimani strachu ze zlo¢inu rtiznymi skupinami obyvatel a
na roli rezidencniho prostiredi a konkrétnich typd mist na pocitovani strachu. Soucasti
prvni Casti prace je rovnéz diskuze metodickych problémt a bariér vyzkumu v ¢eském
prostfedi. Druhou Cast prace tvoii soubor péti publikaci zamérenych na tematiku
geografie zloCinu a vyzkumu bezpecnosti. Prvni ¢lanek reflektuje vyvoj studia zloc¢inu
z pohledu geografie v Cesku, klade dfiraz na vyvoj témat, metodiky a métitkové tirovné.
Zbylé publikace ptedstavuji vysledky konkrétnich empirickych vyzkumt zamétenych na

strach ze zloc¢inu, které byly realizované v rtiznych ¢astech Prahy a v jejim zazemi.

Klicova slova: geografie zlocinu - strach ze zlocinu - percepce - hot spots - prostredi -

rezidené¢ni lokalita - Praha - Cesko
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Kriminalita je soucasti naseho Zivota z velké ¢asti nezavisle na tom, zda chceme, nebo
nechceme. Nemusime byt ani jejim primym ucastnikem, ale presto se o ni casto
dozviddme z médii nebo ze zkuSenosti piibuznych, piatel ¢i znamych. Ackoliv velmi
zaleZzi na konkrétnim spolecenském a kulturnim kontextu, ktery je velmi odliSny
v riznych zemich svéta, kriminalita patii z pohledu obyvatel k nejzavaznéji vnimanym
problémim (mj. Lowry a kol. 2003). Poradi problémii povazovanych obyvateli za
nejvyznamneéjsi se proménuje v zavislosti na aktudlnim vyvoji, na vrcholku se strida
politicka ¢i ekonomicka situace, korupce nebo zdravotnictvi, pozice kriminality vSak
stabilné zlstava na ptednich prickach (Tousek 2009b). Percepce obyvatel se nasledné
odrazi i v politickych programech s oblibou vyhlaSujicich ,boj s kriminalitou“ (Tomasek

2010).

Kriminalita je dileZitym spoleCenskym jevem, ktery ovliviiuje Ffadu aspektd fungovani
spolecnosti i Zivota kazdého clovéka. Nasledky zlo¢ini mohou byt psychického i
zdravotniho charakteru, pripadné i ekonomické povahy, ale ve svych diisledcich muze
vést az ke snizené kvalité zZivota, k atmosfére strachu a nedivéry. Kriminalita proto patfi
mezi vyznamna interdisciplinarni témata. Logicky zde dochazi ktematickym i
metodickym presahlim; kazda z véd klade diiraz na odlisné aspekty kriminality, vyuziva
jinych metod a vyzkumnych postupti, zpisobti interpretace, a proto prispiva k vyzkumu

kriminality odliSné.

Vyznam geografie spocivd zejména v obohaceni vyzkumu kriminality o prostorovou
dimenzi. Za hlavni typy geografického vyzkumu kriminality lze oznaclit analyzy
rozmisténi kriminality a studie percepce zlo¢inu. Analyzy rozmisténi kriminality se snaZzi
identifikovat zakladni prostorové vzorce distribuce kriminality v urcitém prostoru. Data
za kriminalitu propojuji s charakteristikami lidi a prostfedi a zaméruji se na hledani
souvislosti a pravidelnosti v jejich distribuci a intenzité (v zahrani¢i prvni vyzkumy
napr. Guerry a kol. 1829, Quetelet 1833; v Cesku podrobnéji az Prochazka 1925, Solnar
1931). Analyzy dil¢ich témat z oblasti kriminality hloubéji zkoumaji napt. vybrané druhy
trestnych ¢inl ¢i pachatele, ¢astou formou jsou piipadové studie konkrétnich tizemd.
Mezi studie percepce zlocinu patii i vyzkumy strachu ze zloCinu, které umoznuji
analyzovat nejen diferenciaci v pocitovani strachu u raznych skupin obyvatel, ale

zaroven vztaZeni tohoto vnimani k prostifedi nebo konkrétnim mistiim, resp. typim
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mist. Navazujici analyzy rizikovych mist se zaméruji i na specificnost prostredi téchto
mist, jejich fyzicky stav, uZivatele ¢i zavislost vnimani na denni dobé, rocni dobé ci

povésti mista (mj. Gordon a Riger 1989, Koskela 1999, Koskela a Pain 2000).

Strach ze zlocinu predstavuje zdkladni sloZku pocitu bezpeci ovliviiujici kazdodenni
Zivot, vyuzivani méstského prostoru a prostorovou mobilitu jednotlivcii, plisobi i na
spokojenost obyvatel a kvalitu jejich Zivota (mj. Herbert 1982, Ferraro a LeGrange 1987,
Koskela 2003, Cohen 2007). Diilezitost pocitu bezpeci doklada i Maslowova hierarchie
potrieb, ve které jej (resp. bezpecnost a ochranu v SirsSim slova smyslu) autor radi hned
za uspokojeni zakladnich fyziologickych potreb, tedy za hlad, Zizeni Ci teplo (Maslow
1943). Diferencovanost pocitovani strachu u riznych skupin obyvatel (jedinct) se
projevuje v jejich odliSném vnimani prostiedi, na zakladé ¢ehoz pro né vznikaji rtizna
Casova i prostorova omezeni vjeho vyuZzivani (Koskela 1999). Prikladem miiZze byt
strach pocitovany po setméni, ktery vyrazné zkracuje den traveny venku, C¢i
uprednostnéni delSi trasy pred priichodem pies konkrétni nebezpecné vnimané
misto/lokalitu (napf. DuBow a kol. 1979, Gordon a kol. 1980, Riger a Gordon 1981,
Koskela 1999). Pocitovany strach ze zloCinu je ovliviiovdn rovnéz rezidencnim
prostiedim a typy mist, které se v ném nachdazi. Vyzkum strachu ze zloc¢inu se proto
zaméfruje na identifikaci rizikové vnimanych mist i analyzu diivodi, které k tomuto
vnimani vedou (mj. Gordon a Riger 1989, Koskela a Pain 2000, Cozens a kol. 2003, vice

viz Jichova a Temelova 2012b).

Predkladana dizertacni prace se zabyva diskuzi vztahu mezi kriminalitou, ¢lovékem a
méstskym prostiedim. Hlavni diiraz klade na vnimani pocitu bezpeci u riznych skupin
obyvatel a na roli odliSného rezidencniho prostredi. Tyto faktory nejsou jediné, které
ovliviiuji pocitovani strachu ze zlo€inu. Mezi dalSi patii vliv médii ¢i politicka a
ekonomicka situace (a to nejen v Cesku, ale globalné) a samostatnym tématem jsou
rovnéz individualni vlastnosti kazdého jednotlivce, jeho emociondlni naladéni ¢i typ
osobnosti (vzhledem k rozsahu prace vSak nejsou podrobné diskutovany). Teoreticka
diskuse je doplnéna vysledky z empirickych vyzkumi realizovanych v Praze a jejim
zazemi, které prispivaji k poznatkiim geografie zloc¢inu a zejména subdiscipliny strachu

ze zloc¢inu.
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PREDSTAVENI CILU A STRUKTURY PRACE

Dizertac¢ni prace si klade nasledujici cile:

L.

IL.

[1L

IV.

Kriminalita patii vzahrani¢i ketablovanym tématim vyzkumu. V Ceském
akademickém prostiedi ji hloubéji zkouma samoziejmé kriminologie ¢i pravo, do
jisté miry i sociologie, antropologie a dalsi obory. V Ceské geografii se téma
strachu ze zloCinu i geografie zloCinu zacalo intenzivnéji studovat relativné
nedavno. Jednim z cilti predkladané prace je Siteji predstavit koncepty souvisejici
s geografickym vyzkumem kriminality a diskutovat moZnosti jejich aplikace na
Ceské prostredi.

K vyzkumu a analyze kriminality se vyuzivaji kvantitativni i kvalitativni metody a
tomu odpovidajici zdroje dat. V zahrani¢nich vyzkumech je kladen dliraz na
propojeni téchto metod, které umoZnuje konfrontaci subjektivniho vnimani
s objektivni realitou a naslednou diskuzi prekryvu vnimani a reality a aplikaci do
praxe. V cCeském prostiedi je moZnost propojeni metod omezena zejména
z divodu nedostupnosti datovych podkladli v potfebném uzemnim detailu.
DalS$im cilem je proto zhodnotit, jaké typy vyzkumu jsou realizované v ceském
prostredi, jaké bariéry brani hlubSimu studiu strachu ze zloc¢inu ¢i analyzam
rozmisténi kriminality a do jaké miry ovliviiuje hlubs$i vyzkumy kriminality
datova zakladna.

Odlisné demografické a socidlni charakteristiky lze povazovat za zakladni
proménné diferencujici strach ze zlo¢inu. Rozdily mezi pocitovanim strachu mezi
muZzi a Zenami ¢i mezi riznymi vékovymi skupinami jsou zndmé a v zahranici
tradi¢né zkoumané (mj. Ferraro 1995, Pain 2001, Koskela 1999), neexistuje vSak
prilis vyzkumi diskutujicich rozdily v c¢eském prostredi. Velkou roli pfri
pocitovani strachu ze zloCinu hraje rovnéZ predchozi negativni zkuSenost
s kriminalitou - viktimizace (Ferraro 1995, Pain 2001) nebo reziden¢ni prostiredi
(Smith 1984, Skogan 1986 aj.). Jednim z cilt prace je proto diskutovat predpoklad
o vlivu zminénych charakteristik na pocit bezpeci a stereotypy vazané ke
konceptu strachu ze zlocinu a jejich relevantnost v ¢eském kontextu.

Strach ze zlocinu ovliviiuji nejen charakteristiky jednotlivcd ¢i skupin, ale i
prostiedi, ve kterém ziji. Rozdilnd rezidenc¢ni prostredi jsou diferencované
vnimana i vzhledem k odlisné turovni a typu kriminality, ke které v nich dochazi.
Napf. pro zdny centra ¢i vnitfniho mésta jsou typictéjsi nasilné trestné Ciny (napfr.
Nelson a kol. 2001), pro suburbanni zastavbu spiSe kradeZe vloupanim (napfr.
Temelova a kol. 2013). Rovnéz existuji rozdily ve vnimani bezpec¢nosti riznych

typl mist, mezi typické priklady méné bezpecné vnimanych mist patri parky
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(napt. Koskela 1999, Suau a Confer 2005) nebo okoli hospod a no¢nich podnikl
(napt. Sherman 1995, Eck a Weisburd 1995, Homel a Tomsen 1995, Bromley a
Nelson 2002). Dal$im cilem predkladané prace je jednak diskutovat rozdily
v pocitovaném strachu ze zlo¢inu u lidi zijicich vraznych reziden¢nich
prostiedich, a jednak predstavit typy mist vnimanych jako rizikova a divody,

které k tomuto vnimani vedou.

7 v

Dizerta¢ni prace se skldda ze dvou hlavnich ¢asti. Prvni c¢ast fesi vyzkum kriminality
v geografii a jeji metodicka uskali v ¢eském prostiedi, druha ¢ast je tvorena souborem
péti publikaci zabyvajicich se tematikou kriminality a strachu ze zloc¢inu. Prvni cast
nejprve predstavuje obecna vychodiska této prace a shrnuje vyvoj a zakladni pristupy
k vyzkumu kriminality v geografii. Na ni navazuje kapitola diskutujici koncept strachu ze
zlo¢inu a faktory ovliviiujici jeho pocitovani a uroven. Vyzkum strachu ze zlocinu je
soucasti geografie zloCinu, pro dizertacni praci vSak predstavuje Ustredni téma, proto je
mu vénovana vétsi pozornost. Kapitola se zaméruje na diferencované vnimani strachu ze
zlo¢inu riiznymi skupinami obyvatelstva a na vliv reziden¢niho prostiedi a konkrétnich
typll mist na pocitovani strachu. V zavéru prvni casti jsou diskutovany metodické
problémy a bariéry vyzkumu v ¢eském prostiedi. Druhd c¢ast, tvofend souborem
vlastnich publikaci, predstavuje hlubsi sondy do tematiky kriminality a strachu ze

zloc¢inu a vysledky konkrétnich empirickych vyzkumi.
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PREDSTAVENI PUBLIKACI

Druhou cast dizertacni prace tvori pét publikacnich vystupl (¢lanky v Casopise Ci
kapitoly v knize), které se dotykaji rtiznych aspekti vyzkumu geografie zlocinu a
specificky konceptu strachu ze zlo¢inu v Cesku. Prvni ¢lanek ptiblizuje vyvoj studia
zlo¢inu v Cesku predevsim v evropském a severoamerickém kontextu, diiraz je kladen
na studovana témata, metody a izemni méfitka. Ctyii dal$i publika¢ni vystupy se vénuji
diferencovanému vnimani strachu ze zloCinu v rlznych lokalitich Prahy a vjejim
zazemi. Prvni z nich predstavuje ucelenou studii vnimani bezpecnosti ve vybranych
¢tvrtich Prahy, které reprezentuji vilovou zastavbu, ¢inZovni zastavbu a panelovou
zastavbu. Druhy ¢lanek se jiz cilené zaméruje na vyzkum percepce strachu ze zloc¢inu
v ptipadové lokalité vnitintho mésta, na prazském Zizkové a Jarové. Na néj navazuje
treti publikace diskutujici v obecnéjsi roviné typy rizikové vnimanych mist ve vnitinim
mésté a v centru Prahy. Posledni ze Ctvefice empiricky zamérenych ¢lanki se zabyva

vyzkumem vnimani bezpecnosti vnovych rezidencnich lokalitach v suburbannim

zazemi Prahy.

GEOGRAFICKY VYZKUM ZLOCINU V CESKU

Clanek Vyzkum zlo¢inu v Cesku z pohledu geografie funguje jako vstupni a ramujici
publikacni vystup dizertacni prace. Prinasi jednak uceleny ptrehled vyvoje geografického
vyzkumu Kkriminality v ceském prostiedi a zaroven reflektuje vyvoj studia kriminality
zejména v evropskych zemich. Diiraz je kladen nejen na postupnou genezi pristupu, ale i

na zkoumana témata, pouzivané metody a izemni detail studii.

Piinos ¢lanku lze vnimat v nékolika rovinach. Clanek jednak predstavuje ceské
(akademické) verejnosti geografii jako obor prispivajici k vyzkumu kriminality. Zaroven

Vs vz

piinasi hodnoceni vyvoje pristupii ke studiu kriminality z pohledu c¢eské geografie a jeji
zasazeni do SirSiho kontextu vyzkumu kriminality predevsim v zapadni Evropé, ktera
byla dilezitym informa¢nim a inspira¢nim zdrojem pro Cesky vyzkum. Prinosem je
rovnéz sestaveni prehledu zakladnich praci prispivajicich ke geografickému poznani

kriminality na naSem uzemi.

JICHOVA, J.: Vyzkum zloc¢inu v Cesku z pohledu geografie. Historickd geografie. (v redakci)
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VNIMANI BEZPECNOSTI V REZIDENCNiCH LOKALITACH PRAHY

Kriminalita a vnimani bezpecnosti piedstavuji dlilezitd vyzkumna témata méstskych
studii. Zabyva se jimi i druha publikace tvorici ptilohu dizertacni prace, kapitola
Kriminalita a vaimdni bezpecnosti v prazskych ctvrtich, ktera je soucasti knihy SocidIni
promény praZskych ctvrti. Hlavni dlraz je kladen na diferenciaci percepce bezpecnosti u
riznych skupin obyvatelstva a na vliv reziden¢niho prostiedi. Ve vyzkumu je vyuzita
kombinace dvou informacnich zdroji, statistickych dat za kriminalitu a dotaznikového
Setfeni. Analyza kriminality v detailu oddéleni policie je ojedinéla, mapové vystupy
tohoto typu nebyly diive nikym (kromé autort kapitoly) publikovany. Navazujici
dotaznikové Setfeni bylo realizované vsedmi vybranych prazskych ctvrtich, které
reprezentuji ¢inZovni, vilovou a sidlistni zastavbu. Vysledky vyzkumu ukazuji, Ze ve
vnimani bezpecnosti obyvateli existuji i mezi Ctvrtémi rozdily. Podili se na nich téz
odlisny charakter rtiznych rezidencnich prostiedi, v ptipadé lokalit ve vnitinim mésté se
silné projevuji socidlni charakteristiky, naproti tomu v pripadé sidlisté charakteristiky

fyzické.

Prinos kapitoly lze spatfovat v propojeni vyzkumu urovné/struktury kriminality a
percepce zlocinu. Zaroven se Kkapitola podili na rozvoji poznatki o rozmisténi
kriminality v postsocialistickém mésté i o diferenciaci vnimani bezpecnosti v odliSnych

rezidencnich prostredich.

TEMELOVA, ], CERMAK, D. JICHOVA, ]. (2012): Kriminalita a vnimdni bezpecnosti
v prazskych ctvrtich. In: Ourednicek, M., Temelovd, J. (eds.): Socidlni promény praZskych

¢tvrti. Academia, Praha, s. 47-67.

STRACH ZE ZLOCINU: PRIPADOVA STUDIE VNITRNIHO MESTA

Vyzkumy percepce zlocinu jsou realizovany na urovni statli, mést i v detailu rtiznych
¢asti mést. Clanek Kriminalita a jeji percepce ve vnitfnim mésté: pripadovd studie
prazského Zizkova a Jarova se zaméfuje na ¢tvrté vnitinfho mésta, z nichZ jedna je
spojena s negativni nalepkou zpohledu bezpec¢nosti (,Zizkovu a Libni, zdaleka se
vyhni.“). Vyzkum je zaloZen na kombinaci analyz statistik kriminality a demografickych a
socialnich dat, dotaznikového Setfeni mezi rezidenty ctvrti a rozhovorech s klicovymi

aktéry v oblasti kriminality. Clanek piedstavuje piipadovou studii percepce bezpeénosti
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z pohledu obyvatel se zaméirenim na rizikové vnimand mista a na divody vazici se
k tomuto vnimani. Kromé identifikace typt mist vzbuzujicich strach se prokazal dilezity

vliv fyzickych, ale zejména socialnich charakteristik prostfedi na vnimani strachu.

Clanek svym zaméienim na percepci bezpec¢nosti v prostiedi vnitintho mésta piispiva
k diskuzi odli$ného vnimani strachu ze zlo¢inu v riznych ¢astech mésta. Clanek rovnéz
ovéruje poznatky ze zahrani¢nich vyzkumi v ceském kontextu, napriklad diferenciaci
vnimani bezpecnosti z pohledu raznych skupin. StéZejnim pfinosem je pak identifikace
mist, kterd jsou rezidenty vnitfniho mésta vnimana jako rizikova a diskuze divodt jejich

odliSné percepce.

JICHOVA, ], TEMELOVA, |. (2012): Kriminalita a jeji percepce ve vnitinim mésté: pripadovd
studie praZského Zizkova a Jarova. Geografie, 117, C. 3, s. 329-348.

RIZIKOVA MiSTA CENTRALNIHO A VNITRNIHO MESTA

Problematice kriminality a vnimani strachu ze zlo¢inu v rizném uzemnim detailu se
vénuje clanek Kriminalita a rizikovd mista centrdlniho a vnitrniho mésta: sonda do ndzorti
obyvatel vybranych prazZskych c¢tvrti. Ustiednim tématem vyzkumu je vnimani
bezpecnosti a situace na poli kriminality ve dvou odliSnych zénach mésta: v centru, které
reprezentuje Praha 1, a ve ctvrti vnitfniho mésta zastoupené Prahou 3. Vyzkum se
zamétuje jednak na tzemni diferenciaci kriminality v zéndch mésta (méstské centrum,
vnitfni mésto, vnéjsi mésto a méstska periferie) a jednak na identifikaci mist vnimanych
jako rizikova v lokalitach centralniho a vnitiniho mésta. Pomoci analyzy statistickych dat
je hodnocena uzemni diferenciace, struktura a intenzita kriminality v jednotlivych
zonach mésta. Vyzkum vnimani bezpecnosti v pripadovych uzemich vychazi
z dotaznikového Setfeni realizovaného srezidenty zkoumanych lokalit. ZjiStovana je
jejich percepce bezpecnosti, v ramci které identifikuji rizikové vnimana mista. Vysledky
studie potvrzuji podobnost typu rizikovych mist v centralnich i vnitfnich ¢tvrtich Prahy,
poukazuji vSak na odliSnou vahu a strukturu diivodd na strané socialniho a fyzického

prostiedi, které jsou rezidenty spojovany se sniZzenou bezpecnosti.

Hlavni piinosy ¢lanku lze spatfovat jednak v pomérné v Cesku ojedinélych analyzach

rozmisténi Kkriminality v zénach mésta, jejichz vysledky lze diskutovat v kontextu
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zapadnich i postsocialistickych mést. Zaroven je vyznamna identifikace rizikovych mist

v prostifedi centrdlniho a vnitfntho mésta a diskuze divodi, které k tomuto vnimani

vedou.

]fCHOVA, I, TEMELOVA, J. (2012): Kriminalita a rizikovd mista centrdlniho a vnitiniho
mésta: sonda do ndzorti obyvatel vybranych praZskych ctvrti. In: Temelovd, J., PospiSilovd,
L., Ourednicek, M. (eds.): Nové socidlné prostorové nerovnosti, lokdIni rozvoj a kvalita

Zivota. Plzeri, Ales Cenék, s. 46-76.

VNIMANi BEZPECNOSTI V SUBURBIICH

Vyzkum percepce zloCinu v suburbiich patfi v zapadnim kontextu ke klasickym
tématdim. V prosttedi centralni a vychodni Evropy dosud nebyl p¥ili reflektovan. Clanek
Safe life in the suburbs? Crime and perceptions of safety in the new suburban communities
in Prague’s hinterland, Czech Republic proto predstavuje pomérné unikatni vyzkum.
Studie se zaméiuje nejen na rozdilné pocitovani strachu rezidentii suburbii na zakladé
genderu ¢i véku, ale soustredi se i na diferenciaci v zavislosti na predchozi zkuSenosti se
zlo¢inem ¢i délce pobytu vlokalité. Pozornost je rovnéz vénovana pouZivanym
mechanismim ¢i strategiim pro sniZeni rizika viktimizace. Studie vychazi z analyzy
statistickych dat za kriminalitu, a z dotaznikového Setfeni mezi rezidenty téchto oblasti.
Pri analyzach vysledki byl vyuzit chi-kvadrat test i multinominalni logisticka regrese.
Studie pomérné prekvapivé neprokazala vyraznou diferenciaci v pocitovani strachu ze
zlo¢inu mezi Zenami a muZi, ale poukazala na zretelny vliv véku. Vysledky rovnéz

prokazuji silnou vazbu mezi percepci strachu a predchozi zkuSenosti se zlo¢inem.

Za nejvétsi prinos clanku lze povaZovat predstaveni studie kriminality a percepce
bezpeci v suburbiich v ramci prostfedi centralni Evropy. Tato studie umoZiiuje nejen
porovnani vysledki svyzkumy ze zapadnich mést, ale zaroven poskytuje prvotni
predstavu o situaci v oblasti bezpec¢nosti v ¢eskych suburbiich. V empirické roviné studie
rovnéz prispiva k diskuzi o vlivu charakteristik vazanych na rezidenty na jejich percepci

bezpecnosti.

TEMELOVA, ], NOVAK, |, JICHOVA, J.: Safe life in the suburbs? Crime and perceptions of
safety in the new suburban communities in Prague’s hinterland, Czech Republic. European

Urban and Regional Studies. (v redakci)
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ZAVER

Dizerta¢ni prace se zabyva diskuzi vztahu mezi kriminalitou, ¢clovékem a méstskym
prostiedim, tedy vztahem, ktery patii v zahrani¢i k Siroce diskutovanym, nicméné
v Ceském prostiredi byl doposud znacné opomijeny. Vyznam prace spociva v jeji
teoretické, metodologické i empirické roviné. V teoretické roviné je prinosem ucelené
predstaveni geografie zloCinu. Prace neprinasi pouze shrnuti vyvoje geografie zlo¢inu
v zahranic¢i, ale rovnéz jeho konfrontaci svyvojem vyzkumul kriminality na ceském
uzemi, ¢imzZ jej zasazuje do zahrani¢niho kontextu. Jadro prace predstavuje vyzkum
percepce zlocinu, ktery je proto Sifeji predstaven a diskutovan jednak z pohledu rtiznych

skupin obyvatel, tak z hlediska vlivu reziden¢niho prostiedi a mist.

Neméné dilezitym prinosem je predstaveni metod a zdroji dat vyuZzivanych v geografii
zloCinu. Analyzy rozmisténi kriminality a studie percepce zloc¢inu pouZzivaji kvantitativni
i kvalitativni metody a jim odpovidajici zdroje dat. V zahrani¢nich vyzkumech je
vyuzivana cela skala metod i typtl sbéru, v ceském kontextu se aplikuji spise zakladni
statistické postupy v pripadé analyz rozmisténi kriminality a tradi¢ni metody (zejména
dotaznikova Setfeni) v pripadé studii percepce zlocinu. Vyjimku predstavuji studie
pribliZzujici se zapadnim trendtim napft. aplikaci mentalnich map ¢i metody focus group.
V zahrani¢nim kontextu je rovnéZz kladen diiraz na propojeni riiznych metod
(metodickou triangulaci), ktera umoznuje konfrontaci subjektivniho vnimani
s objektivni realitou, jiZ lze uplatnit i vpraxi pfi planovani opatifeni na podporu
bezpecnosti i sniZeni kriminality. V ¢eském prostiedi jsou tyto analyzy omezené, mezi
zakladni bariéry branici triangulaci patfi nedostupnost statistik kriminality v potfebném
uzemnim detailu. Urcitou alternativu, kterou vyuzivaji mimo jiné vyzkumy autorky
dizerta¢ni prace a jejich kolegii, predstavuje nahrada nedostupnych dat jinymi zdroji,
napf. informacemi ziskanymi formou rozhovort od zastupct policie. Data za konkrétni
mista trestnych ¢inl jsou nicméné velkym potencidlem pro dals$i vyzkum. UmoZnila by
zpracovat hot spots analyzy zamérené na distribuci trestnych cint v konkrétnim
prostoru; takové vysledky by byly vyuZitelné i pti policejni praci. Zaroven by propojeni
hot spots analyz s poznatky o vnimani strachu ze zlo¢inu na konkrétnich mistech
poskytlo ucelenéjsi predstavu o stavu bezpecnosti a umoznilo vyuZiti téchto poznatki

pii praci méstskych organi.

Vyzkum percepce bezpecnosti patfi mezi dilezitd témata méstskych studii a jeho
poznatky se pozitivné odrazi ve zvyseni kvality Zivota a reziden¢ni spokojenosti. Strach
ze zlo¢inu ovliviiuje Fada faktorli, silné se projevuje osobnost kazdého jedince i

konkrétni okolnosti vazané na Cas a prostor (denni doba, fyzické charakteristiky mista
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apod.). To znesnadiiuje nejen uchopeni samotného konceptu, ale i vlastni zobecnéni
vysledkt. V praci jsou diskutovany alespon zakladni proménné diferencujici strach ze
zlo¢inu (zejména pohlavi, vék, predchozi zkuSenost a rezidenc¢ni prostredi) a nasledné
jsou konfrontovany vysledky empirickych Setfeni s dalSimi Ceskymi, ale predevSim
zahranicnimi vyzkumy. V empirické roviné tak prace prispiva kdiskuzi o vlivu
zminénych charakteristik na pocit bezpeci i stereotypy vazané ke konceptu strachu ze
zloCinu. Potencidlem navazujictho vyzkumu jsou hloubkové kvalitativni studie
rozebirajici kognitivni rovinu strachu ze zlocinu ¢i jeho percepci specifickymi skupinami,
napi. osobami bez pristresi, prislusniky etnickych minorit ¢i gayi a lesbami. Potfebnou
soucasti jsou rovnéz detailni analyzy rozmisténi kriminality vyuZzivajici slozitéjsi
statistické analyzy, které by vytipovaly oblasti pro navazujici vyzkumy percepce

bezpecnosti.

Strach ze zloc¢inu ovliviiuji nejen charakteristiky jednotlivci ¢i skupin, ale také prostiedi,
ve kterém ziji. Dizertacni prace diskutuje rovnéz vliv rezidencniho prostredi, lokalit a
mist na pocitovani strachu a rozsiruje vyzkum percepce zlo¢inu o poznatky z ceského
prostiedi. V prostiedi centralni a vychodni Evropy je ojedinély napriklad vyzkum
strachu ze zloc¢inu v suburbiich, ve kterém je kladen diiraz i na diferenciaci strachu na
zakladé ocekavaného typu zloCinu ¢i na mechanismy obrany. Pifinosem je rovnéz
identifikace rizikovych mist v prostredi centralnich casti mésta. Potencial dalsiho
vyzkumu predstavuji lokalni pripadové studie, které by hloubéji pracovaly s roli
komunity a socialniho a fyzického prostredi mist. Zaroven by se dalsi studie mohly
zamérit napriklad na diferenciaci strachu v ruralnich oblastech, pohrani¢nich oblastech
¢i ve méstech se specifickou historii (mésta stézkym priimyslem, mésta s velkym
podilem cizincli, turistickd ¢i lazenskd mésta). V ceském vyzkumu rovnéz chybi
komparativni studie percepce bezpecnosti v postsocialistickych a zdpadnich méstech,

které by odhalily pripadna specifika naSeho kontextu.
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Jana Jichova: Crime and its Perception in Urban Environment

ABSTRACT

Crime is an important social phenomenon that affects the society and the life of every
person. It also represents an important interdisciplinary topic that number of
disciplines, including geography. Logically, there is a thematic and methodological
overlap; each of the sciences emphasizes different aspects of crime, uses various
methods and research approaches, interpretations, and therefore contributes to the
knowledge of crime in a different way. The importance of geography lies particularly in
inclusion of the spatial dimension to the crime research and contributing to its cognition
through analysis of the distribution of crime and studies of perception of crime.
Although this type of studies is well established in Western crime research, in the Czech

geography only little attention has been paid to them.

This doctoral thesis introduces geography of crime in the Czech context, discusses its
theoretical and methodological developments and its applicability and application in our
cities. The emphasis is put on the fear of crime concept, which is an essential component
of feeling of safety affecting daily life, the use of urban space and spatial mobility of
individuals. Better understanding of perceptions of crime by various population groups,
and subsequent application of findings into practice can improve quality of life and

residential satisfaction.

The doctoral thesis consists of two parts. The first part introduces the main assumptions
of the thesis and summarizes the development and basic research approaches to crime
in geography. The following chapter represents the core of the thesis — discussion of the
concept of fear of crime, perception of fear by different population groups and the role of
residential environment and particular types of places in feeling of safety. The first part
also discusses methodological issues and barriers of this research in Czechia. The second
part of the doctoral thesis consists of a set of five publications focused on geography of
crime and safety research. The first article reflects the development of the study of crime
from the perspective of geography in Czechia, emphasizes the development of themes,
methodologies and scaling levels. The remaining publications represent the results of
specific empirical researches on fear of crime that have been carried out in various parts

of Prague and its hinterland.

Key words: geography of crime - fear of crime - perception - hot spots - environment

- residential environment - Prague - Czechia
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INTRODUCTION

Crime is a part of our lives no matter we want it or not. We does not have to be direct
participants, yet often we hear about it from the media or from the experiences of our
relatives or friends.. Although much depends on the particular social and cultural
context that is different in various countries of the world, from the perspective of the
population, the crime belongs among the most severely perceived problems (e.g. Lowry
et al. 2003). The order of issues considered the most important by people has been
changing in response to current situation. Unlike Political or economic situation,
corruption or healthcare that alternate on the top, the perception of crime is stable;
always considered very important issue (Tousek 2009). Perception of the population is

then reflected in political programs declaring a "fight against crime" (Tommy 2010).

Crime is an important social phenomenon that affects the society and the life of every
person. The consequences of crimes may be psychical, medical, or even economic and
may lead to reduced quality of life, the atmosphere of fear and distrust. Crime therefore
belongs to the major interdisciplinary topics. Logically, there is a thematic and
methodological overlap, each of the sciences emphasis different aspects of crime, uses
different methods and research approaches, interpretations, and therefore contributes

to the research of crime differently.

The importance of geography lies particularly in introducing the spatial dimension to
crime research. Analyses of crime distribution and studies of perceptions of crime have
been the main types of geographic research. Analyses of crime distribution attempt to
identify patterns of spatial distribution of crime in a particular area. They connect the
criminal data with the characteristics of the people and the environment and focuse on
finding relationships and regularities in the distribution and intensity (in the first
studies abroad e.g. Guerry et al. 1829, Quetelet 1833; in Czechia in more detail
Prochazka 1925 or Solnar 1931). Analyses of specific topics more deeply examine e.g.
selected types of offenses or offenders; typical are case studies of specific areas. Among
the studies of perceptions of crime belong fear of crime surveys that allow us to analyse
not only the differentiation of feeling fear among the various groups of the population,
but also to relate this perception to environment or to specific places, respectively types
of places. Related analyses of risk places (hot spots) also focuse on the specific

environment of these places, their physical conditions, users or the dependence of
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perception on time of day, time of year or place’s reputation (e. g. Gordon and Riger

1989, Koskela 1999, Koskela and Pain 2000).

Fear of crime is an essential component of feeling of safety influencing daily life, the use
of urban space and spatial mobility of individuals; it affects the satisfaction of residents
and their quality of life (e. g. Herbert 1982, Ferraro and LeGrange 1987, Koskela 2003,
Cohen 2007). The importance of feeling of safety is proved by Maslow's hierarchy of
needs, in which the author place it (or the safety and security in the broad sense) right
after satisfaction of basic physiological needs, hunger, thirst or heat (Maslow 1943).
Differentiation of feelings of fear among various population groups (individuals) is
reflected in their different perceptions of the environment, which lead to various
temporal and spatial barriers (Koskela 1999). Fear after dark can be the example; it
significantly shortens the day spent outdoors, or leads to prioritization of longer route
before passing through a particular dangerously perceived place or location (e. g.
DuBow et al. 1979, Gordon et al. 1980, Riger and Gordon 1981, Koskela 1999). Feeling
the fear of crime is also influenced by the residential environment and types of places.
Research on fear of crime, therefore, aims to identify the perceived risk places and
analyses the reasons which lead to this perception (e. g. Gordon and Riger 1989, Koskela

and Pain 2000, Cozens et al. 2003; see more in Jichova and Temelova 2012b).

The Ph.D. thesis deals with the discussions of the relationship between crime, human
and urban environment. The main emphasis is on the perception of safety among
different population groups and the role of different residential environments. These are
not the only factors that influence the feeling of fear of crime. Others include the media
or the political and economic situation (and not just in the country, also globally) and a
specific topic are also individual characteristics of each individual, his or her emotional
mood or personality type (with respect to the scope of work are not discussed in detail).
Theoretical discussion is supplemented by the results of empirical research carried out
in Prague and its hinterland, which contributes to knowledge of geography of crime and

its subdiscipline - fear of crime.
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AIMS AND STRUCTURE

Ph.D. thesis has the following objectives:

L.

IL.

[1L

IV.

The crime is a well-established research topic abroad. In the Czech academic
setting criminology or law explores it deeper, to a certain extent also sociology,
anthropology and other disciplines. In the Czech geography topic of fear of crime
and geography of crime has begun to be studied intensively relatively recently.
One of the aims of this study is to broadly introduce concepts related to
geographic research on crime and discuss the possibility of their application to
the Czech context.

The research and analysis of crime use quantitative and qualitative methods and
the corresponding data sources. In foreign research emphasize is given to the
connection of these methods, which allows confrontation of subjective
perception and objective reality and subsequent discussion of perception and
reality overlap and application in practice. In the Czech context the possibility of
linking methods is limited mainly due to the unavailability of data in the required
spatial detail. Another objective is therefore to evaluate what types of research
can be carried out in the Czechia, what barriers impede deeper study of fear of
crime and analysis of the distribution of crime and to what extent data base
influences deeper investigations of crime.

Different demographic and social characteristics can be considered as basic
variables differentiating the fear of crime. Differences between fear among men
and women and across the various age groups are known and traditionally
studied abroad (e. g. Ferraro 1995, Pain 2001, Koskela 1999), however there is
not too much research discussing the differences in the Czechia. Big role in the
feeling of fear of crime also plays a previous negative experience with crime -
victimization (Ferraro 1995, Pain 2001) or residential environment (Smith 1984,
Skogan 1986, etc.). One of the aims of this Ph.D. thesis is therefore to discuss the
assumption of the impact of these characteristics on the feeling of safety and
stereotypes linked to the concept of fear of crime and their relevance in the Czech
context.

Fear of crime is affected not only by the characteristics of individuals or groups,
but also the environment in which people live. Various residential environments
are also perceived differently due to variant levels and types of crime which
occur in them. For instance in. the central zone or inner city zone violent crimes
are more typical (e. g. Nelson et al. 2001), in suburban buildings rather burglaries

(e. g. Temelova et al. 2013). There are also differences in the perception of the
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safety among various types of places, the typical examples of places perceived as
less safe (fear hot spots) are parks (e. g. Koskela 1999, Suau and Confer 2005) or
surroundings of the pubs and nightclubs (e. g. Sherman 1995, Eck and Weisburd
1995, Homel and Tomsen 1995, Bromley and Nelson 2002). Another objective of
this study is to discuss both differences in fear of crime felt by people living in
different residential environments, and also to introduce types of places

perceived as risky and the reasons that lead to this perception.

This PhD thesis consists of two main parts. The first part deals with research on crime in
geography and its methodological difficulties in the Czech context; the second part is
composed of a set of five publications dealing with the issues of crime and fear of crime.
The first part introduces a general background of this work and summarizes the
development of basic approaches to the study of crime in geography. The consequent
chapter discusses the concept of fear of crime and the factors influencing its feeling and
level. Research on fear of crime is part of the geography of crime, for the Ph.D. thesis,
however, it is a central topic, so it is given more attention. The chapter focuses on
perception of fear of crime by different population groups and the influence of the
residential environment and specific types of sites on the feeling of fear. At the end of
the first part the methodological problems and barriers of research in the Czechia are
discussed. The second part consists of a set of own publications, a deeper look into the

theme of crime and fear of crime and the specific results of empirical research.

31



Jana Jichova: Crime and its Perception in Urban Environment

PUBLICATIONS

The second part of the PhD thesis consists of five published outputs (journal articles or
book chapters) that cover various aspects of research of geography of crime and
specifically the concept of fear of crime in Czechia. The first article describes the
development of crime studies in the Czechia considering mainly the European and North
American context, the emphasis is on the studied topics, methods and spatial scales.
Four other publications are devoted to differentiated perception of fear of crime in
various locations in Prague and its hinterland. The first is a comprehensive study of the
perception of safety in selected districts of Prague, which represents villa housing,
tenement buildings and housing estates. The second article has already actively focused
on research into perception of fear of crime in the case of the inner city area, in Zizkov
and Jarov in Prague. This is followed by the third publication discussing more general
perceived risk types of places in the inner city and in the centre of Prague. The last of the
four empirically oriented articles deals with research on the perception of safety in new

residential areas in suburban hinterland of Prague.

GEOGRAPHIC RESEARCH ON CRIME IN CZECHIA

Article Research on crime in the Czechia from the perspective of geography works as a
framing publication of the PhD thesis. It presents a comprehensive overview of the
development of geographical research of crime in the Czechia and also reflects the
development of research on crime, especially in European countries. The emphasis is
placed not only on the gradual development of approach, but also on the topics, methods

used and the spatial detail of studies.

Contribution of article can be seen at several levels. Firstly article introduces to Czech
(academic) public geography as a discipline contributing to research of crime. It also
provides evaluation of the development of approaches to the study of crime from the
perspective of Czech geography and its position in the wider context of research of crime
especially in Western Europe, which was an important source of information and
inspiration for the Czech research. Contribution is also compiling the fundamental

studies contributing to the geographical knowledge of crime in Czechia.
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JICHOVA, |.: Vyzkum zlo¢inu v Cesku z pohledu geografie. Historickd geografie. (Research

on crime in the Czechia from the Perspective of Geography) (under review)

PERCEPTION OF SAFETY IN VARIOUS RESIDENTIAL LOCALITIES IN PRAGUE

Crime and perceptions of safety are important research topics of urban studies dealt
with in the second publication, which is part of the Ph.D. thesis - the chapter Criminality
and Perception of Crime in Prague's quarters. The main emphasis is on the
differentiation of perception among the various population groups and on the impact of
the residential environment. The research uses a combination of two sources of
information, statistical crime data and questionnaire survey. Analysis of crime in the
detail of police department is unique; map outputs of this type have not been previously
published. The results of the data analysis point to a differentiated level of crime in the
various parts of the city. Follow-up survey was carried out in seven selected districts of
Prague, which represent the tenement houses, villa houses and housing estates. The
research results show that, there are differences between neighbourhoods perception of
public safety. The distinct character of residential environments also influences results;
localities in inner city are strongly reflected by social characteristics, while in the case of

housing estates physical characteristics play an important role.

Contribution of chapter can be seen in linking research level or structure of crime and
perceptions of crime. Simultaneously, the chapter contributes to the development of
findings about the distribution of crime in post-socialist city as well as about different

perception of safety in various residential environments.

TEMELOVA, ], CERMAK, D., JICHOVA, J. (2012): Kriminalita a vnimdni bezpecnosti v
prazskych ctvrtich. In: Ourednicek, M., Temelovd, J. (eds.): Socidlni promény praZskych
Ctvrti. Academia, Praha, s. 47-67. (Criminality and Perception of Crime in Prague's

quarters)

FEAR OF CRIME: CASE STUDY OF INNER CITY
Studies of perception of crime are realized at the level of states, cities and also in the

details of the various parts of the city. Article, Crime and its Perception in the inner city:
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case study of Zizkov and Jarov in Prague, focuses on inner city neighbourhoods, one of
which is associated with a negative label from a safety perspective ("Zizkov and Liben,
far be avoided."). The research is based on a combination of analysis of crime statistics
and demographic and social data, a questionnaire survey among residents of
neighbourhoods and interviews with key actors in the field of crime. The article presents
a case study of the perception of safety from the perspective of residents, focusing on
perceived risk places and the reasons related to this perception. In addition to
identifying types of places leading to fear, the article has proved an important impact

ofphysical and especially social environment characteristics on the perception of fear.

Article by focusing on the perception of safety in inner city contributes to the discussion
of a different perception of fear of crime in the various parts of the city. The paper also
verifies the findings of international research in the Czech context, such as
differentiation of perception of safety from the perspective of various groups. The main
contribution is the identification of places that are perceived as risky by residents of the

inner city and discussion of reasons of their different perception.

JICHOVA, ], TEMELOVA, J. (2012): Kriminalita a jeji percepce ve vnitinim mésté: pripadovd
studie praZského Zizkova a Jarova. Geografie, 117, ¢. 3, s. 329-348. (Crime and its

perception in the inner city: case study of Zizkov and Jarov in Prague)

RISKY PLACES (FEAR HOT SPOTS) OF CENTRAL CITY AND INNER CITY

The issue of crime and perceptions of fear of crime in different geographical detail
discusses the article Crime and its hot spots in central and inner city: insight into the
opinions of residents in selected Prague's neighbourhoods. The central topic of the
research is the perception of safety and the situation in the field of crime in two different
zones of the city: in the city centre, which represents Prague 1, and in the inner city
district represented by Prague 3. Research focuses both on territorial differentiation of
crime in zones of the city (city centre, inner city, outer city and the urban periphery) and
on the identification of places perceived as risky (hot spots) in central and inner city. By
analysing the statistical data spatial differentiation and structure and intensity of crime
in different zones of the city are evaluated,. Research on the perception of safety in case

areas is based on questionnaire survey conducted with residents of these areas. The
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perception of safety and the identification of risk perceived space are surveyed. The
study results confirm similarities of type-risk areas in central and inner city district of
Prague, however they reveals the different weights and the structure of reasons on the

social and physical environment that residents associate with reduced safety.

The main benefits of the article can be seen first in Czechia rare analysis of the
distribution of crime in zones of the city; the results are discussed in the context of both
Western and post-socialist cities. At the same time significant results of the study
confirm similarities of type of risk places in central and inner city district of Prague,
reveals the different scale and structure of reasons on the side of social and physical

environment that residents associate with reduced safety.

JICHOVA, ], TEMELOVA, J. (2012): Kriminalita a rizikovd mista centrdlniho a vnitiniho
mésta: sonda do ndzorti obyvatel vybranych praZskych ctvrti, In: Temelovd, ., PospiSilovd,
L., Ourednicek, M. (eds.): Nové socidlné prostorové nerovnosti, lokdIni rozvoj a kvalita
Zivota. Plzeri, Ales Cenék, s. 46-76. (Crime and its hot spots in central and inner city: insight

into the opinions of residents in selected Prague's neighborhoods)

PERCEPTION OF SAFETY IN SUBURBS

Research on the perception of crime in suburbia belongs in a Western context to
classical issues. However, In Central and Eastern Europe has not been too reflected. The
article Safe life in the suburbs? Crime and perceptions of safety in the new suburban
communities in Prague’s hinterland, Czech Republic, therefore represents a relatively
unique research. The study is concerned not only with the different feeling of fear by
suburbs residents based on gender or age, but focuses on differentiation depending on
the previous experience with crime or the length of stay in the area. Attention is also
paid to the mechanisms and strategies used to reduce the risk of victimization. The
study is based on analysis of statistical data for crime, and a questionnaire survey among
residents of these areas. For analyses results chi-square test and multinominal logistic
regression were used. The study did not demonstrate quite surprisingly strong
differentiation in the feeling of fear of crime among women and men, but pointed out the
obvious effect of age. The results also show a strong link between the perception of fear

and previous experience with crime.
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As the greatest contribution of the paper can be considered the introduction of the study
of crime and perceptions of safety in suburbia in the Central Europe. This study not only
allows comparison of results with studies of Western cities, but also provides primary
idea about security situation in the Czech suburbia. At the empirical level, study also
contributes to the discussion of the impact of characteristics linked to residents on their

perceptions of safety.

TEMELOVA, ], NOVAK, |, JICHOVA, ].: Safe life in the suburbs? Crime and perceptions of
safety in the new suburban communities in Prague’s hinterland, Czech Republic. European

Urban and Regional Studies. (under review)
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CONSLUSION

Ph.D. thesis focuses on the discussions of the relationship among crime, humans and
urban environment, a relationship that is abroad widely discussed, but in the Czechia
has so far been largely neglected. The importance of PhD thesis lies in its theoretical,
methodological and empirical level. The theory is beneficial for comprehensive
introduction of geography of crime. The work provides not only a summary of the
development of geography of crime abroad, but also its confrontation with the
development of research on crime in Czechia, which puts it in a foreign context. The core
of the thesis is the research of perception of crime, which is therefore more widely
introduced and discussed from the viewpoint of different population groups and in
terms of the influence of the residential environment as whole as well as particular

places.

An equally important contribution of the PhD thesis is the presentation of the methods
and data sources used in the geography of crime. Analyses of the distribution of crime
and perceptions of crime studies use quantitative and qualitative methods and the
corresponding data source. In foreign research a variety of methods and types of data
collection is used, in the Czech context rather basic statistical methods for the analysis of
distribution of crime and traditional methods (particularly the questionnaires) in the
case of studies of the perception of crime are applied. Exceptions are studies
approaching western trends such applications mental maps or focus group methods. In
the international context an emphasis is also on connecting different methods
(methodological triangulation), which allows the confrontation of subjective perception
and objective reality, which can be applied in practice in planning measures to promote
safety and reduce crime. In the Czechia these analyses are limited, the main barriers to
triangulation is the unavailability of crime statistics in the required spatial detail. An
alternative, which is used among other researches the author of the thesis and her
colleagues, is the replacement of inaccessible data with other sources, such as
information obtained through interviews representatives from the police. Data for
particular areas of crime are, however, great potential for further research. It would
allow to process hot spots analysis focused on the distribution of crime in a particular
area, such results would help to streamline the work of a police. At the same time linking
hot spots analysis with knowledge about the perception of fear of crime in specific
places provide a more complete picture of the safety and allow the use of this knowledge

in the work of municipal authorities.
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Research on the perception of safety is one of the important themes of urban studies and
his knowledge is positively reflected in the improved quality of life and residential
satisfaction. Fear of crime is influenced by many factors, strongly reflected the
personality of each individual and particular circumstances tied to time and space (time
of day, the physical characteristics of the site, etc.). This not only makes difficult to grasp
the concept itself, but also generalization of results. In PhD thesis some basic variable
differentiating the fear of crime (especially gender, age, previous experience and
residential environment) are discussed and are subsequently confronted with the
results of empirical investigations with other Czech, but mainly foreign research. At the
empirical level thus thesis contributes to the discussion on the impact of these
characteristics on the feeling of safety and stereotypes linked to the concept of fear of
crime. Potential follow-up research is in-depth qualitative studies analysing the
cognitive level of fear of crime and the perception of specific groups, such as homeless
people, ethnic minorities and gays and lesbians. The necessary parts are also detailed
analysis of distribution of crime using sophisticated statistical analysis that identified

areas for subsequent studies of perception of safety.

Fear of crime not only affects the characteristics of individuals or groups, but also the
environment in which they live. PhD thesis discusses also impact of the residential
environment, neighbourhoods and places on the feeling of fear and extends the
perception of crime research by findings from the Czech environment. In the Central and
Eastern Europe the research on fear of crime in the suburbia is a unique example, where
the emphasis is on differentiation of fear based on the expected type of crime and the
mechanisms of the defensive. Contribution is also identification of fear hot spots in the
environment of the city centre. The potential for further research are local case studies
to further work with the community and the role of social and physical environment of
places. Further studies could also focus on fear differentiation for example in rural areas,
border areas and in cities with a specific history (cities with heavy industry, cities with a
large proportion of foreigners or tourist or spa towns). The Czech research also lacks a
comparative study of perceptions of safety in the post-socialist and western cities, which

would reveal possible specifics of our context.
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