
Abstract 

The diploma thesis is concerned with the protection of journalists in armed conflicts. 

From my point of view this topic is relevant in connection with the recent war in Iraq and 

many other conflicts of local character. Many professionals in the world deal with this issue 

but in our country almost nobody opens it, with a few exceptions. The aim of this thesis is to 

provide a comprehensive overview of the protection of journalists in armed conflicts – it 

means the applicable legislation and also proposals of new regulation.   

The main question is whether applicable law is adequate to provide an appropriate 

protection for journalists and news media personnel in armed conflicts. I suggest a new 

convention, which contains a special status for journalists and determines a protective emblem 

for them, should be adopted and in this thesis  

This thesis is composed of thirteen chapters which are subsequently divided into 

subchapters. It consists of two main parts. The first one focuses on applicable rules – 

especially Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949. The beginning 

of this part is concerned with the interpretation of the term „journalist” and then briefly 

describes a history of the protection of journalists in armed conflicts. These two chapters are 

followed by the third one, which presents fundamental categories of journalists under 

international humanitarian law – independent journalists and war correspondents, and the new 

one, embedded journalists, which is not a legal term. It should be noted that all journalists 

engaged in dangerous professional missions in areas of armed conflicts shall be considered as 

civilians so they benefit from all protection provide by international humanitarian law to 

civilians. But there is one condition – they are protected under Geneva Conventions and 

Protocol I unless they take an action adversely affecting their status as civilians. Also 

equipment of journalists is civilian object and benefits from general protection - this issue is 

covered in the fourth chapter. The next chapter describes the obligation of precaution which 

includes the principle of proportionality and the obligation of warning. The aim of the sixth 

chapter which is the last of the first part is to demonstrate the above principles in practice, 

specifically the NATO bombardment of Radio Television Serbia in Belgrade in 1999.  

The seventh chapter is staying in the middle of two basic parts. It focuses on non-

international conflicts. Although my diploma thesis focuses on international armed conflicts, 

armed conflicts which are not of international character are more widespread, so I suppose 

they should be mentioned.  



First chapter of the second part of this thesis opens with questions whether applicable 

law is sufficient. It contains arguments both in support and also against adoption of a new 

convention. Next chapters describe organizations which are interested in the issue of 

protection of journalists in armed conflicts, their activity in this sphere and also documents 

adopted by them. This topic is the goal of the second part of this diploma thesis. The ninth 

chapter is about United Nations Security Council, the next one about UNESCO, and last three 

chapters report on the Press Emblem Campaign, the Reporters Without Borders and the 

International Committee of the Red Cross.  

 


