
1 
 

Abstract 

Extraordinary Renditions and Human Rights 

Ing. Petr Švepeš 

The topic of this thesis is Extraordinary Rendition as the phenomenon of contemporary counter-

terrorism strategies and its critical reflection in light of International Human Rights Law. 

Extraordinary Rendition represents a controversial method of obtaining intelligence information about 

terrorist activities carried out worldwide by the CIA. This method is based on the identification of 

terrorist suspects who might know valuable intelligence, followed by their tracing and subsequent 

kidnapping with direct assistance or connivance of the state in whose territory that person is located. 

Kidnapped persons are secretly transported by private jets via the "global spider's web" to a selected 

country which practices advanced interrogation techniques using various methods of torture. In this 

country the persons are incommunicado imprisoned and interrogated by local authorities. Extracted 

intelligence information is then passed on to the CIA and the suspects in this country are either 

criminally charged and indicted, further imprisoned without formal charges or simply "disappear." 

The main objective of this thesis is to present a detailed human rights analysis of Extraordinary 

Rendition and to identify potential violations of binding norms of International Human Rights Law. 

The first part of the analysis is devoted to a definition of the concept of Extraordinary Rendition and to 

a brief presentation of several specific cases of persons who have been abducted and interrogated. 

Afterwards the general facts are summarized so as to clearly define the subject of the legal analysis. 

The main sources of the legal analysis are the Convention against Torture (1984) and the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966). One chapter discusses relevant aspects of customary 

international law and jus cogens. International Humanitarian Law (Laws of War) and the feasibility of 

its application is considered as well. The last part of the legal analysis briefly examines so-called 

diplomatic assurances, which have played an integral role in Extraordinary Renditions. 

The final part of the work represents the author's own reflection on the results of the legal analysis and 

possible violations of norms of International Human Rights Law by all countries that organized or 

participated in Extraordinary Renditions. In the conclusion, the author discusses the impacts that 

deliberate violations of human rights standards by democratic countries may cause to the development 

of international law and world affairs. 
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