ABSTRACT

Three years ago, the Ministry of Justice in the Czech Republic stated in judicial
practice a recommending table whose intention was to unify the decision-making practice
of courts in determining of alimony. The table should rectify a vague treatment of the
maintenance obligations, guarantee a legal certainty for all participants and predictability
of decisions. The alimony often covers only a part of all costs for a child under conditions that
it is paid. The situation is even more problematic because the single-parent families with
minors usually belong to the households which are mostly threatened by poverty. These
families are most often headed by woman, who bears the brunt of caretaker and breadwinner
roles. Their role is also influenced by the disadvantageous position at a labour market. The
result of all these factors is usually a feminization of poverty and transmission of the standard
of living from a mother to a child. My research interviews were focused on the fact if the table
is used in practice. I evaluate its efficiency and represent modifications suggested by the
courts. The analysis showed that not all courts use the table or use it at different levels. It is
a consequence of reading of the word ,,recommending®. This fact indicates a neglect of any

need to use and a broader context of situation of single mothers.



