
 

ABSTRACT 
 
 
     The topic of the thesis deals with everyday life in Podblanicko Region during the socialist 

era. This is a local research that tries to show the memories of rural people on the period of 

normalization, defined by the 70s and 80s of the 20th century, in terms of food, clothing and 

housing. The research deals with the strategies, tactics and improvisations of the inhabitants 

of this region in the period of socialism, among other things focused on the lack of required 

goods in shops, poor supply, searching for not very high-quality construction materials and 

fashionable clothes. Apart from individual expressions, it deals with community style that 

inherently belongs to the rural population.  

     The era of socialism is strongly ingrained in the mind of the people who lived at that time. 

It is clear from many sources that before the year 1989 people in the countryside did not live 

just meaningless lives, remarked and emptied by a totalitarian regime. In many cases, they 

tried to ignore the regime or they just were not interested in it. In their everyday life they 

created values, which were more important to them. However, they were able to realize the 

values mostly only partially. In order to achieve the things they considered important, their 

ingenuity, strategy and tactics were essential. A life in the rural community was an 

indisputable advantage. This life consisted of family and neighbourly relationships. The field 

research tries to capture these values and ingenuity that accompanied the daily lives of these 

people. It does not neglect the existence of rural social networks, particularly neighbourly 

help.  

     The thesis belongs to the area of study dealing with everyday life. The emphasis is placed 

on biography, which is based on the memories of people. Apart from the theoretical level, the 

base of the thesis is focused on the fieldwork. It consists of interviews with people who 

experienced this period by ordinary, everyday lives. The thesis presents and analyses 

commemorative narrations of inhabitants living in Podblanicko Region in terms of 

comparison and application of theories which were professionally engaged to the issues of 

everyday life during the socialist era. These are for example the works with materials from 

field researches by Pullman, Možný, Šebo, Hlaváčková, Petráň and Kabát. In addition, the 

thesis presents the geographical definition of Podblanicko Region and basic features of the 

socialist era. Finally, the thesis includes text and image annexes, which clearly document this 

period.  
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