
Abstract 

The doctoral thesis Czechoslovakia and the Southern Cone 1945–1989 analyses political, 

economic and cultural relations between an important country of the Eastern Bloc and three 

countries of the southernmost area of South America – Argentina, Chile and Uruguay – 

during the Cold War. The main objective of the thesis is to interpret unpublished Czech and 

foreign archives. The first chapter outlines Czechoslovak policy towards Latin America in the 

period under consideration. The following sections describe the relations between 

Czechoslovakia and the individual countries of the Southern Cone. These chapters are divided 

according to the nature of relations into political, economic and cultural contacts. Each of 

these three parts is further divided into subsections which correspond to important milestones 

of mutual relations. The thesis ends with an interview with Stanislav Svoboda, a senior 

diplomat of communist Czechoslovakia. His observations shed new light on the archive 

documents. 

Without abandoning the effort of presenting foreign researchers with the value of Czech 

archives, whose importance is further increased by the limited accessibility of Russian 

archives, the paper attempts to analyse the issue in the broader context of international 

politics. In a bipolar world, each of these countries had very little room to act independently. 

As these two areas were at opposite ends of the political spectrum during the Cold War, the 

political and diplomatic relations were rather limited, for example the relations between 

Czechoslovakia and Chile were suspended for most of the period. The greatest attention was 

paid by both parties to economic relations, which acquired a special importance for the 

Southern Cone countries, as they served as an alternative to capitalist world. However, 

cultural contacts should not be underestimated. The good name of Czechoslovak culture in 

many cases helped to promote political and economic interests. 
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