
Abstract 

 

The aim of the PhD dissertation is to research political trust, specifically to describe trends in political 

trust and to identify factors which are related to reported trust. Political trust is vertical trust 

oriented to selected political institutions which are grounded in the Constitution of the Czech 

Republic. Following political institutions are analyzed in this study: the Government of the Czech 

Republic, the Chamber of Deputies, the Senate, regional councils and municipal councils. 

Life-time learning model proposed by Mishler and Rose, which combines cultural and institutional 

approaches to explanation of trust in political institutions, is used as a theoretical framework in this 

study. All conducted analyses make use of data from surveys carried out by CVVM and other 

departments of the Institute of Sociology of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic. 

The key finding of the study is the fact that the level of trust in political institutions is mainly 

determined by factors associated with 1) institutional performance which is related to political 

situation and the perception of own economic situation or the economic situation of the state; 2) 

party preferences (presence of so called “the winner effect”). The level of trust in political institutions 

on national, regional, and local level is affected by party composition of the government and of the 

Chamber of Deputies. This finding gives support to second-order election theory. The trust in 

municipal councils is also largely influenced by spatial closeness: The trust in municipal councils is 

higher in small towns in which the experience with politicians is not delivered mainly by media but it 

is often replaced by personal knowledge. The conclusions of this study confirm that similar 

associations between trust in political institutions and institutional factors and partly socio-cultural 

factors as well can be found in the Czech Republic as are identified in other Post-communist 

countries. 

The main contribution of this study lies in the fact that it does not research political institutions as a 

whole, but it focuses on factors associated with trust in individual political institutions on national, 

regional, and local level. The analysis of trust in political institutions in a long time span makes 

possible to identify a relatively stable pattern of trust development during the term of office of each 

government. 
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