
The war had scourged North-eastern Europe for almost 14 years. In 1714 the elector of 

Hannover George succeeded to the British throne and the Swedish king Charles XII returned 

home from his Ottoman exile. His presence led his enemies to attack the remnants of 

Sweden’s provinces. The attack was successful, but their further plan for an invasion into 

southern Sweden was called off by tsar Peter I what caused the split of the northern alliance 

into one part led by George and the other one under Peter’s command. The Swedish king tried 

hard to exploit this situation in an attempt to improve his position, nevertheless this policy 

ended by his death in 1718 and a new diplomatic course led to the conclusion of the war. 

 


