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Supervisor’s Review 

Veronika Pilatová, “Staging the National Character: Development of the Stage Irish Figure” BA 

thesis 
 

Choice of Topic: 

The proposed topic of this BA thesis is certainly an issue that remains a critical concern in studies 

of nineteenth and early twentieth century Irish culture. The thesis works methodically with the 

figure of the stage Irishman in a selection of plays stretching from Shakespeare’s Henry V (1599) to 

Shaw’s John Bull’s Other Island (1904) with attention to some aspects of the political and social 

contexts that pertained. 

 

Thesis statement / aims and objectives: 

The project is constructed around a clearly articulated objective: to chart the origins and development 

of the Stage Irish figure and its political resonances. While the work does not delve too deeply into the 

theoretical possibilities of racial typecasting, it does successfully bring together an engaging survey of 

the figure in an aptly chosen set of plays. 

 

Structure and development: 

The first chapter briefly outlines some contours of the notion of national character and stereotypes. 

The territory is rather lightly covered with reference to a psychology text rather than to any more 

detailed history of theories of national identities. The project’s objectives are succinctly presented. 

Chapter two begins with Shakespeare (a standard starting point) and then wends its way to work by 

Thomas Sheridan and Richard Brinsley Sheridan. The historical differences in context between 1599 

and the eighteenth century are bridged somewhat with references to the work of Duggan and 

Truninger, but it is still quite a jump. Analysis of the plays is good. Chapter three, moves to 

the nineteenth century and an analysis of Boucicault (to be expected) and a much less 

mainstream choice of text: John Buckstone’s The Green Bushes – a commendable initiative 

for a BA work. This chapter features many useful details on the selected texts and their 

possible influence on the work that followed during the Revival period, the subject of the last 

main chapter. Overall the work is logically structured, is quite well developed and includes some 

lucid close reading. 
 

Research: 

Research throughout is deployed effectively. Ms Pilatová’s research shows a good deal of initiative 

and effort at BA level.  

 

Use of sources: 

There are no major formal or stylistic issues concerning the use of sources. Materials have been 

carefully cited throughout.  

 

Stylistics and language: 

Ms Pilatová’s writing style is fluent and consistent.  There are a few minor grammatical errors but 

these are rare. 

 

Format: 

A great deal of care has been taken with format of the project. 
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I recommend the thesis for defence and propose to grade the work “very good” / 2 depending on the 

result of the defence. 

 

10.5.2013 

Clare Wallace, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 


