
This thesis is concerned with a particularly interesting period in the history of the 

Roman Republic. The period is called the Struggle of the Orders. The epoch is characteristic 

by turbulent conflict of two social groups competing for political, economical and social 

rights in the ancient Roman state. The most prevalent source among others for this thesis is 

work by historian Titus Livius Patavinus, Ab urbe condita. The study is divided into three 

chapters, taking into account the different phases of the struggle. The aim of this work is to 

describe and analyze the critical points of the patrician-plebeian political fight and also 

illustrate how the struggle affected the constitution of the Roman Republic.  

The first chapter deals with a several problems in the early Roman Republic: public 

land, creation of two important plebeian magistrates – tribuni plebis and aediles plebis, oldest 

agrarian law, plebeian assembly, importance of the Law of the Twelve Tables and Valerian-

Horatian laws.  

The second chapter focuses on Canuleian law, introduction of consular tribunes, case 

of Manlius Capitolinus and its consequences and finally describes Licinian Sextian laws.  

The third and final chapter of this study analyzes debt situation of that time, laws of 

Publilius Philo, Ovinian law, Ogulnian law and concludes with Hortensian law concering 

plebiscites. The Hortensian law is concerned as an end to the struggle lasting for more than 

two centuries.  

The author of this thesis tried to maintain descriptive and historical approach. The 

annexes to this work are aimed to briefly and swiftly inform the reader about important 

information and also attempt to put a reader into the atmosphere of the ancient conflict.  

The outcome of this work is a description and highlighting of the famous epoch in the 

history of the human civilisation. The period may be used as an example of reasons for 

formation, duration and termination of a great social conflict. 


