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1. TOPIC AND OBJECTIVE (short information on the thesis, research objective): 

Master thesis written by Karana Elcin Sabahat analyses impact of the Arab Spring on the behaviour of the 

Turkish Republic and implications for the EU-Turkish relations.  

 

 

2. CONTENT (complexity, original approach, argument, structure, theoretical and methodological backing, 

work with sources, appropriateness of annexes etc.): 

 

Thesis analyses an ongoing process, with only limited reflection in the academic literature. However, the thesis 

is built-up on a sufficient amount of (more general) works on EU-Turkish relations and the foreign policy of 

Turkey, as well as literature analysing the ACK behaviour.      

In general, the thesis develops an argument that the “post-Arab Spring” Middle East has potential to transform 

EU-Turkish relations and become a platform where both political actors (Turkey and the EU, or its key member 

states) could either cooperate or compete; both scenarios having impact on the mutual relations as well.    

 

3. FORMAL ASPECTS AND LANGUAGE (quality of language, citation style, graphics, formal aspects etc.): 

 

The thesis is written in English. The use of “core bibliography” section in the opening segment of  the thesis is 

rather unusual. 

 

4. SHORT COMMENTS BY THE REVIEWER (overall impression, strengths and weaknesses, originality of 

ideas, achievement of the research objective etc.): 

The thesis develops very interesting picture of shifting Turkish policy, primarily from Turkish perspective, 

which is frequently missing in the EU-centered debate. As such, it also provides interesting insight into the 

Turkish debate. Sometimes, the thesis conclusions have more “policy oriented” format (e.g. section 4.2.) and 

section devoted to behaviour to selected EU states might deserve more elaboration.       

 

 

5. COOPERATION WITH SUPERVISOR (communication with the supervisor, ability to reflect comments, shift 

from the original idea etc.) 

Cooperation between the student and thesis supervisor was relatively smooth, sometimes complicated by 

differences in expected timing of stages in the preparation of the final work.    

 

 

6. QEUSTIONS AND COMMENTS THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED DURING THE DEFENCE (one to 

three): 

 

- How intensive was the shift in Arab countries-Turkey-EU relations dependent on the personal profile of 

incumbent Turkish political representation, and the prime minister in particular, and what role was 

played by more structural features, such as traditional geopolitical links between Turkey and Arab 

states.    

 

7. (NON-)RECOMMENDATION AND SUGGESTED GRADE 

 (excellent, very good, good, unsatisfactory):  

 



Complies with requirement for a master thesis, recommended grade excellent or very good, depending on 

performance during the oral defence. 
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