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Free movement of persons from the perspective of health insurance coordination of 

migrants in the countries of EU 

 

 The aim of this thesis is to render an integrated commentary of basic rights, which are 

granted by European Union to its citizens in the field of health care, mainly through 

coordination regulations. It concentrates on specific situations when people travel to different 

member states, temporarily or permanently, and their opportunities of access to the health care 

system in a different state than the competent state. Furthermore, it follows with systems 

which are used by member states between themselves to provide effective realization of these 

rights and the interpretation of relevant provisions of coordination regulations by the Court of 

Justice of the European Union. 

 The thesis is thematically divided into three parts, whereas the first introductory part 

contains three chapters concerning basic terminology and explaining terms related with health 

insurance in the EU such as social policy, social law and social rights, free movement of 

persons, social security and finally health insurance and health care. Historical progress of 

social policy in the European Union explained in chapter two, helps to increase the awareness 

of the backfround, which is standing behind current conception of social policy and social 

rights. The third chapter deals with free movement of persons, which represents the basic 

pillar to enable the migration of people between member states of European Union and 

accepting health care in these states at last. 

 The second part of this paper including only one (the fourth) chapter distinguishes the 

term of harmonisation and the term of coordination and explains why coordination is used in 

the field of Social Security Law. It highlights basic principles which aplly to the whole 

European Social Security Law. It seperates the material, personal and territorial scope of 

coordination to identify whether particular situation, person or country falls within 

coordination regulated by Regulation no. 1408/71, Regulation no. 883/04 and their 

implementing regulations. 

 I consider the third and the last part of my work as the most important, because it 

focuses on health insurance and its regulation in coordination regulations. It contains chapter 

five concerning claims for sickness benefits in kind and cash sickness benefits, which are 

implied to particular groups of migrants from coordination regulations. It also investigates the 



specific case of accepting health care: the planned care in a different state, which is mainly 

explained through judgements of Court of Justice of the European Union. 

 The last sixth chapter identifies the process of law application by different institutions 

implied from health isurance and because the administrative process of claiming sickness 

benefits in kind and cash sickness benefits is different, it consists of two subchapters and 

finalizes the topic worked on in this paper. 

 


