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Annex 1  

Key DDR definitions  in UN IDDRS
1
 

“Disarmament is the collection, documentation, control and disposal of small arms, 

ammunition, explosives and light and heavy weapons of combatants and often also of the 

civilian population. Disarmament also includes the development of responsible arms 

management programmes”  

“Demobilization is the formal and controlled discharge of active combat- ants from armed 

forces or other armed groups. The first stage of demobilization may extend from the 

processing of individual combatants in temporary centres to the massing of troops in camps 

designated for this purpose (cantonment sites, encampments, assembly areas or barracks). The 

second stage of demobilization encompasses the support package provided to the demobilized, 

which is called reinsertion”  

“Reinsertion is the assistance offered to ex-combatants during demobilization but prior to the 

longer-term process of reintegration. Reinsertion is a form of transitional assistance to help 

cover the basic needs of ex-combatants and their families and can include transitional safety 

allowances, food, clothes, shelter, medical services, short-term education, training, 

employment and tools. While reintegration is a long-term, continuous social and economic 

process of development, reinsertion is short-term material and/or financial assistance to meet 

immediate needs, and can last up to one year”  

“Reintegration is the process by which ex-combatants acquire civilian status and gain 

sustainable employment and income. Reintegration is essentially a social and economic 

process with an open time-frame, primarily taking place in communities at the local level. It is 

part of the general development of a country and a national responsibility, and often 

necessitates long-term external assistance” 

“Program A generic (general) term for a set of activities designed to achieve a specific 
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objective. In order to ensure that a programme’s results, outputs and overall outcome are 

reached, activities are often framed by a strategy, key principles and identified targets. 

Together, these indicate how the activities will be structured and implemented. Programmes 

also include a description of all aspects necessary to implement the planned activities, 

including inputs and resources (staff, equipment, funding, etc.), management arrangements, 

legal frameworks, partnerships and other risk analysis.“ 

"Project Within each programme there may be several projects, each of which is a separately 

identified undertaking. A project is an intervention that consists of a set of planned, 

interrelated activities aimed at achieving defined objectives over a fixed time. A project’s 

activities and objectives are normally given in a project document. This legal agreement binds 

the signatories to carry out the defined activities and to provide specific resources over a fixed 

period of time in order to reach agreed objectives.” 

“Capacity-building Used as a noun, refers to processes and programmes that empower and 

enable the recipients’ independent development. Can also be used as an adjective (e.g., 

capacity-building activity)“ 

 

 


