ABSTRACT

The main focus of the thesis is the concept of jihad and martyrdom in Islam. It seeks
to present these religious ideas from very diverse perspectives and argues that
seemingly discontinuous dimensions are all parts of the nature of the phenomenon.
In the world of Islam, religion is an omnipresent aspect of a public life. Hence, the
historical experience, culture, socio-economics, and politics, they all manifest in
religious narratives. Martyrdom embodies these complexities as well. Historically and
culturally, martyrdom has been perceived as an expression of utmost activism in the
struggle of a believer for the betterment of the Islamic society. Leading a responsible
and truthful life sometimes demands the ultimate sacrifice of one’s life for the cause.
This worldly responsibility for the well-being of the Islamic umma is one dimension
of complex dynamics of the Islamist movements like the Palestinian Hamas. For
them, martyrdom is only one moment, the climax, which requires leading the whole
life as a responsible believer in the first place. In this sense, martyrdom is a
celebration of a meaningful life rather than death. This commitment of Hamas to the
community, its radical understanding of the politics of the struggle, along with the
particular socio-economic, and political situation in Palestine form an attractive

platform that many Palestinians identify with.



