
In the territory of the current Czech Republic, the first written mention of the negative perception of
magic appeared as early as in the 11th century, but it was only in the 14th century when the prohibitions
to practice magic got more precise contours. Legally, the offense of witchcraft in Municipal and Capital
Crime Codes only was defined in the 16th and the 17th century. It was at the turn of these centuries
when we saw increase in processes with persons accused of abusing spells. However, in most
prosecutions of that time, the abuses of megic only were secondary charges and the perpetrators were
condemned, only occurred in the Czech Kingdom rarely. Only the persecution of witches in some of the
Silesian principalities and in northern Moravia during the 17th century got out these trends. In northern
Moravia, the largest witch trials took place in the years 1679 – 1696 in the Velké Losiny estate and in
the town of Šumperk, where 81 alleged sorcerers and witches were killed. Like in many other cases, also
here the outbreak of local witch trials was inspired by a stolen host. Court proceedings took place under
the direction of Judge Heinrich Franz Boblig of Edelstadt, who for many years gained the trust of the
local nobility. Although the legislation continued to contain criminal offense against witchcraft even in
the next years, thanks to the intervenion of monarch Maria Theresa in the 1750´s, who claimed to have
the last speech in cases, in which the use of magic or supernatural phenomena, was involved, ultimately
these processes completely ceased.
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