
Abstract 

This MA thesis provides a close analysis of William Faulkner’s most famous 

short story, “A Rose for Emily.” The focus the thesis is motivated by what I take 

to be the central theme of the short story: community and its functioning. Shifting 

the focus from the main character to the narrator, I want to “rectify” the 

perception of the short story which owns its renown largely to its “shocking” or 

“gothic” aspect.  

The utilized methodology is chosen with respect to the proposed 

interpretation. The prism through which the text is approached is narratology. To 

account for the peculiar narrator of “A Rose for Emily,” I use the narratological 

framework of “collective narrative” (“we narration”). Another important 

theoretical framework introduced in order to interpret the short story is the 

interdisciplinary concept of “collective memory.” Some sociological conceptions 

of community are discussed. 

In the introductory chapter, I mainly discuss the concept of person in 

narrative and argue against the traditional distinction between first and third 

person narratives. In the second chapter, I provide an introduction to the technique 

of collective narrative. The third chapter provides a close reading of “A Rose for 

Emily” in the context of collective narrative. Firstly, I identify the narrator as 

essentially collective and delimit the community from which it consists by 

considering its epistemological limits. Secondly, I analyze the structure of the 

narrative as “achronic” and relate it to the working of memory. Thirdly, based on 

the previous, I draw the conclusion that the narrative is a (re)presentation of an act 

of collective remembering.  

In the fourth chapter, I introduce the concept of “collective memory” and 

consider “A Rose for Emily” in its context. I argue that the narrative presents the 

“strong version” of collective memory. I also suggest the motivation for telling 

the story: the community undergoes an identity crisis and the narrative which 

serves to foreground its ideological basis serves as a confirmation of the 

community’s boundaries and its image of itself. Finally, I consider Emily’s status 

in relation to the community as a totem and as a taboo. 

 


