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Abstract

The purpose of this Bachelor’s thesis in sociology is to present the 

phenomenon of legal consciousness, which is currently quite marginalized in 

the Czech sociology, and analyse several existing sociological surveys in 

order to indicate the state of Czech society’s legal consciousness.

The thesis consists of introduction, three partly interlinked chapters 

aiming on different aspect of the topic and conclusion.

The first chapter introduces the reader into the topic and provides 

him/her with the theoretical background for the research of legal 

consciousness. In the first subchapter the number of possible definitions 

shows the diversity of different authors’ points of view on the phenomenon. 

In the second subchapter the structure of legal consciousness is analysed, 

particularly the general division to knowledge about law and opinion about 

law. In the third subchapter the author highlights the importance of legal 

consciousness as the object of sociological studies, especially by interpreting 

the interaction between the law and the acts of its recipients and thus the 

legal efficiency. In the last section some claimed connections between 

demographics and status of legal consciousness are listed. In the fourth 

subchapter author divides the relevant literature into three schools –

empirical, American qualitative and European qualitative, explaining the 

benefits of individual schools to sociological research.

The second chapter is based on the SC&C agency 2007 research for 

the Czech Ministry of Interior and describes the accessibility and clarity of 

the Czech law for public, ways of obtaining legal information and legal topics 

emphasized by public as personally most important.

In the third chapter the author firstly makes short remarks on the 

methods of sociological research of legal consciousness in general. 

Subsequently he analyzes data of the Aktér 2011 survey in order to deduce 

relatively large declared legal conformity of Czech society and prove its 

increase with the age, though not with education or political orientation. 

Furthermore the strong support of tightening of criminal penalties is 

addressed In this respect the relation to gender is denied but strong 

correlation with the declared legal conformity is proven.


