
Abstract 

 

The Constitutional Development of Franco's Spain 

 

 The aim of this paper is the description and analysis of constitutional developments in 

Spain during the dictatorship of Francisco Franco (1939-1975). 

 This paper can be divided into two basic parts. The first, which consists of chapters 1-

4, describes the chronological development, based on historical, social and economic context. 

Thus, it is possible to obtain an overall view of the Spanish legal system during that period. 

 The text, however, extends beyond the timeframe of 1939-1975. Due to the necessity 

of explaining the context to the reader, the thesis also describes the period that preceded the 

establishment of the dictatorship (1902-1936). This is the reason of including a brief 

introduction of constitutional texts in force in Spain before the dictatorship. A separate sub-

chapter describes the development during the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera, the period from 

which Franco derived in many ways. Building of the "New State" starts during the Civil War 

(1936-1939). This was when its basic features were outlined and laws displaying its character 

were adopted. 

 The description of constitutional development of the Franco regime's is divided into 

two periods in the thesis - primer and segundo franquismo. The change in the economic 

policy represents a landmark for the state, while the core of the regime remained constant. 

This section is devoted to a description of legal development and laws that characterize the 

period and greatly influenced the course of events in the country. "Basic Laws", similar to the 

Constitution in the Francoist Spain, are presented only briefly and embedded in the overall 

context. At the end, there is a brief description of constitutional mechanism which allowed the 

transition to democracy after Franco's death. 

 The second part (chapter 5) is reserved for a more detailed legal analysis of the seven 

Basic Laws. The introduction of basic constitutional institutions in Franco's Spain (Head of 

State, Kortes, government) follows, then, their development and embedment in the relevant 

legislation. 

 The paper relies on domestic and primarily on foreign literature. The legislation itself 

was not overlooked since it represents an authentic source of information. 

 


