
ABSTRACT: 

This dissertation examines the relationship between Islam, secularism and 
modernisation in the development of the Turkish republic with particular focus on 
the former Prime minister and President Turgut Özal (1927-1993). It analyses his 
policies and thinking and puts them in the broader political and historic context 
based on comparison with ideological attitudes of the Kemalism and Islamism 
and in the context of the overall development of the state’s policy towards 
religion.  
Turgut Özal led the Turkey for one decade (1983-1993). His leadership is seen by 
many contemporary observers in Turkey and foreign scholars as the 
groundbreaking period with respect to the modernisation and changing role of the 
Islam in the society. During his rule, Özal significantly strenghtened the state 
support of the Islam and thus further shifted the meaning of state’s policy of 
secularism. Detailed analysis of his book „Turkey in Europe, Europe in Turkey“ 
shows that his own notion of modernisation and secularism was at odds with 
Mustafa Kemal’s ideas and practical policies as well as with the islamist 
conceptions of Necmettin Erbakan. In the frame of modern Turkish political 
thinking Özal thus represents a separate stream rooted in the tradition of right 
wing conservativism. 
In his practical policy Özal implemented a program of economic liberalisation and 
promoted closer economic and political integration with the United States and the 
European Communities (EC). He actively promoted Islam in the society and at 
the same time brought Turkey closer to the Western cultural influence by opening 
up its market and by the demonopolisation of the state media. From today’s 
perspective his era interestingly proves that the processes of Islamisation and 
Westernisation are, in some form and under particular circumstances, not only 
theoretically compatible but also paralelly feasible in practice. 
An examination of the thinking and policies of Turgut Özal in this dissertation 
shows that the traditional dichotomy of the notions „Western“ versus „Islamic“ and 
„Modern“ versus „Traditional“ makes little sense. Özal was probably the most pro-
western and Islam leaning prime minister of the Turkish Republic at the same 
time. His political life and thinking well illustrate that the process of modernisation 
does not necessarily need to be accompanied by more assertive policy of 
secularism and the weakening of religion in the society, as it is claimed by the 
original modernisation theory. 
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