
Abstract: Problem of Archaism and Innovation in the Eastern Iranian Languages 

The presented dissertation aims to bring new information concerning the classification of the 

Eastern Iranian languages. Instead of commonly accepted two branches of Eastern Iranian 

(Northern and Southern) it seems that there can be classified at least five branches of Eastern 

Iranian languages, moreover, Avestan can form its own branch, which possibly may include also 

Khwārezmian. The main issue of the presented thesis was to show archaisms and innovations of 

the language group in focus. Such task is an issue for numerous studies so the main attention 

was paid to historical development of Sogdian and Yaghnōbī – two closely related Eastern 

Iranian languages. 

Linguistic proximity of Sogdian and Yaghnōbī has been observed shortly after discoveries of 

the first Sogdian documents in Chinese Turkestan on the beginning of the 20

th

 century, for a 

long time it has been supposed that Yaghnōbī is a modern descendent of Sogdian. By analysis of 

phonology, grammar and vocabulary of both languages I tried to find clues that may answer this 

question. From diachronic view there is no much difference between Sogdian and Yaghnōbī, 

individual changes may be interpreted as “dialectal”, but there is one phenomenon that 

influenced different development of both languages – operation of the so-called Rhythmic Law 

in Sogdian, but not in Yaghnōbī. For this reason I have ‘reconstructed’ an older common 

ancestor of both languages – *Proto-Sogdic, i.e. proto-language before the operation of the 

Rhythmic Law. 


