
Abstract  

The master thesis called US-India Strategic Partnership as a Balance for China’s Increasing 

Power examines development of relationship between USA and India in the years 2000-2011. 

American foreign policy toward India has been transformed in this period; it has evolved from 

open hostility during Cold War and mistrust in the nineties to the position when it is helping India 

to gain status of global importance. Improvement of US-India ties are explained by the need of 

the United States to contain increasing Chinese power. Main arguments of the analysis are based 

on the realistic balance of power theory, which is further enhanced by the by Joseph Nye’s three 

dimensional concept of power. The thesis therefore distinguishes three different sources of threat 

to American dominant position caused by China. These sources are following: expanding China’s 

sphere of influence into Indian Ocean and South China Sea; US-China bilateral trade deficit and 

high amount of American bonds owned by China, challenge to the legitimacy of American power 

by soft power of China. American efforts to establish cooperation with India in order to balance 

Chinese influence can be founded in all of these issues. The thesis concludes that motivation of 

the United States to enter into a strategic partnership with India can be explicated by balance of 

power theory in all three considered dimensions. 

 


