Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to place Slovak political party SMER in the political and party
system of the Slovak Republic and attempt to analyse ideological and programmatic
development of this party. The author devotes attention to development of SMER from the
emergence in 1999 until last general elections in 2012. First chapter seeks to describe
evolution of socialism and following ideologies including the concept of the Third way which
was reflected by some Western European social democratic parties. The second chapter is
dedicated to left-wing political parties in Czechoslovakia and lately in Slovak Republic. This
chapter is divided into two sections. The first section is about parties existing before 1989 and
the second one devotes attention to parties after Velvet Revolution in 1989. Next part of this
work is focused on the SMER itself. Author describes three phases of development of this
party including emergence in 1999, opposition activities between 2002 and 2006 and phase of
hegemony following after 2006. The purpose of the last part of the thesis is to analyse
ideological and programmatic development of SMER and highlight some problematic

features of proclaimed social democratic orientation.



