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Abstract 

Humanitarian intervention is one of the most contentious issues of 

contemporary international politics. The roots of the concept of humanitarian 

intervention can be traced back to the just war theory. 

Having examined the practice of states, I lean towards the opinion that the 

international custom legalizing humanitarian intervention has not fully crystallized. 

Although the realist school comes up with a few very convincing points, I think that 

the Charter of the United Nations, as it stands now, does not allow to carry out 

a humanitarian intervention. The International Court of Justice case law does not 

consider humanitarian intervention legal. 

The concept of human security became one of the fundamental sources of 

legitimization of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine. It also served as one of the 

principles, upon which the International Commission on Intervention and State 

Sovereignty had built the doctrine of The Responsibility to Protect. 

  The principles of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine were passed by the 

UN General Assembly at the 2005 World Summit. A year later, these principles were 

referred to in a Security Council resolution on the protection of civilians in armed 

conflict. 

 Although the United Nations General Assembly resolutions are not legally 

binding, their come from the fact that they reflect the opinion of the international 

community. 

 The adoption of the Security Council resolution was, in my opinion, more of 

a political significance rather than legal one. Even though the UN member states are 

obliged to accept and carry out the decisions of the Security Council, the wording of 

this resolution, in my opinion, does not directly entail such obligation. From 

a political point of view, it is important that the Security Council, for the first time, 

approved the principles of the concept of the Responsibility to Protect in its 

resolution, thus strengthening the legitimacy of this concept.  

 The military intervention of international forces in Libya has shown, how the 

concept of the Responsibility to Protect may work in practice. Although according to 

current international law it still holds that an armed intervenion against a foreign 

state is legal, excluding self-defence, only if authorized by the Security Council. 

 


