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Comments of the referee on the thesis highlights and shortcomings (following the 5 numbered 
aspects of your assessment indicated below). 
 
1) Theoretical background: 
The theoretical models of behavior of individuals and groups in the political and economic markets 
are used, represented by the theory of social choice.  
 
2) Contribution :  
Comparative analysis of position of Belarus in the group of East European countries and post soviet 
countries by a number of possible criteria: 1. Economy - Stable economy: increase per capita income, 
GDP per capita, inflation, strength of national currency, promotion of the overall wellbeing of its 
citizens. 2. Entrepreneurship & Opportunity (E&O) - A strong entrepreneurial climate in which citizens 
can pursue new ideas and opportunities for improving their lives leads to higher levels of income and 
wellbeing. 3. Governance – level of satisfaction of the population with the government’s actions reflects 
the attitude of the population to ruling power. 4. Education - Education is a base for prosperous 
societies. 5. Health - A strong healthcare infrastructure in which citizens are able to enjoy good physical 
and mental health leads to higher levels of income and wellbeing. 6. Safety & Security - Societies 
plagued by threats to national security and personal safety cannot foster growth in average levels of 
income or welfare. 7. Personal Freedom – Possibility of the citizens to enjoy their rights to expression, 
belief, and personal autonomy in a society welcoming of diversity, which usually leads to higher levels 
of income and social wellbeing. 8. Social Capital – the level of development of social networks, when 
people trust one another, usually have a direct effect on the prosperity of a country.  
The author provides critical assessment of political and economic system of Belarus: by her 
assessment Belarus is not ready yet to enter some integration formations, like EU, WTO or other, 
because it seems impossible to line up the politics of the current government to the values of those 
organizations. Moreover, by the author’s opinion, at the moment Belarus is not institutionally ready 
to take part in any serious integration projects, leading to prosperous results.   
 
3) Methods: 
Models of individual and collective rationality in political behavior are used together with theory of 
bureaucracy, based on statistical economic data and other data (demographic, social). 



 
4) Literature : 
The author quotes relevant literature to justify used theoretical approaches of social choice (e.g. 
Arrow, Niskanen, Stiglitz). Altogether it provides 60 references (including 24 articles and books, 
and 36 web pages). 
  
5) Manuscript form :  
Thesis consists of five chapters. The first chapter describes the theoretical background. The second 
chapter provides deeper description of Belarusian’s society and economics. In the third chapter the 
detailed theoretical description of constitutional system of Belarus is provided. The applicability of 
some parts of collective choice theory to a situation in Belarus and comparison with its west EU 
members (Lithuania, Latvia) and east neighbors (Russia, Ukraine) are analyzed in the fourth 
chapter. Fifth chapter concentrates on the situation with human rights in Belarus.  
Manuscript has 86 pages. It uses graphs, tables and figures for illustration of presented data. It is 
written in cultivated English, and follows the rules of academic writing. 
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3) METHODS: Are the hypotheses for this study clearly stated, allowing their further verification and testing? Are the 
theoretical explanations, empirical material and analytical tools used in the thesis relevant to the research question 
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4) LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way and disposes with a representative bibliography. (Remark: 
references to Wikipedia, websites and newspaper articles are a sign of poor research). If they dominate you cannot give 
more than 8 points. References to books published by prestigious publishers and articles in renowned journals give 
much better impression. 
Strong  Average  Weak 
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5) MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is clear and well structured. The author uses appropriate language and style, 
including academic format for quotations, graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables, is easily 
readable and stimulates thinking.  
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0 points 
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