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1. TOPIC AND OBJECTIVE (short information on the thesis, research objective): 

Master thesis written by Eftode Alexandu critically evaluates practice of EU conditionality in relations of 

Moldova, focusing primarily on the (absence of) relevance of conditionality linked with liberalisation of visa 

policy towards Moldova.   

 

 

2. CONTENT (complexity, original approach, argument, structure, theoretical and methodological backing, 

work with sources, appropriateness of annexes etc.): 

 

Thesis tackles with a state (Moldova) which is usually omitted or marginalised in research of the EU 

neighbourhood policy. The research question elaborates a relatively unusual and „difficult“ argument on 

transformative potential of the EU „visa liberalisation“ in a situation where the membership perspective is 

virtually non-existent. The choice of Moldova as the country of research is suitable, further strengthened by the 

personal background of the author.  

Thesis is based on sufficient number of resources and is properly rooted in the current debate on the EU 

conditionality.  

 

3. FORMAL ASPECTS AND LANGUAGE (quality of language, citation style, graphics, formal aspects etc.): 

 

The thesis is written in English, sometimes uses slightly less formal „journalistic“ language. The choice of 

references and tables attached is primarily correct. 

 

4. SHORT COMMENTS BY THE REVIEWER (overall impression, strengths and weaknesses, originality of 

ideas, achievement of the research objective etc.): 

It is evident that the author invested great deal of energy and personal interest in the work while being able to 

remain relatively objective in the conclusions of the thesis.  

The thesis demonstrates both systemic shortcomings of the EU conditionality towards non-candidate states and 

the relevance of the domestic context for the receptiveness of the conditionality in a concrete case.  

 

 

5. COOPERATION WITH SUPERVISOR (communication with the supervisor, ability to reflect comments, shift 

from the original idea etc.) 

Alexandru Eftodu was very cooperative during the preparation process, consulting frequently and attempting to 

incorporate supervisor’s recommendations. During the preparation process, the thesis has undergone rather 

significant shift from comparison between the EU conditionality applied to Western Balkans and the Eastern 

Partnership countries to analysis focused primarily on Moldova.   

 

 

6. QEUSTIONS AND COMMENTS THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED DURING THE DEFENCE (one to 

three): 

 

- How much, in author opinion was the conditionality applied to Moldova, influenced by 

„complicated“experience of the EU with Romania?  

- Has Moldovan representation made active steps (such as lobbying in Brussels) to influence the format 

of the EU visa conditionality?  

 



7. (NON-)RECOMMENDATION AND SUGGESTED GRADE 

 (excellent, very good, good, unsatisfactory):  

 

Complies with requirement for a master thesis, recommended grade excellent or very good, depending on the 

oral defence.. 
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