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Abstract  
 
The thesis analyses and interprets the key events in the state-forming process of so-called 
Obotritic confederation tribes in 789 – 1178. It focuses on the analysis of written sources, 
which serve as a basis for three models of inter-tribal units in Polabian area. The thesis argues 
against the traditional evolutionistic point of view, which considers the confederation tribes 
to be the predecessors of early medieval states. The main focus of the analysis is put on the 
starting point form which the Obotritic state-forming process originated. The main question 
is whether the Obodrite, upon their first appearance in written history, were more federation 
of tribes or one large tribe, whose break-up at the turn of 9th and 10th century started a new 
phase of the process. For the next period, the thesis introduces unique model of so-called 
tribal state, created by the combined effects of various factors, such as location, political 
situation, social changes in 11th and 12th century etc. The inner and outer factors that lead 
to the break-up of the Obotritic tribe state in 1270s are discussed in the same manner. The last 
part of the thesis is an analysis of later sources, which explore the cultural manifestations 
of Slavic inhabitans after the inclusion of the former Obotritic tribe state into Imperial 
structures. The sources mainly consist of the writings by Middle Age chroniclers about the 
surviving of Slavic language in Polabian area, constant use of the geographic term Slavinia 
and Slavic tradition of Mecklenburg princes, later dukes representing the direct descendants 
of the last Obotritic prince Pribislav. Therefore, the chronicles by Ernst Kirchberg 
and Nicolaus Marschalk are introduced, as well as their role in the creation of dynastic 
reputation of the Mecklenburgs.            


