Abstract:

The aim of this thesis is to describe sociocultural aspects of mental illness. The thesis
concerns with sociocultural influences on formation and conceptualization of illness
explanatory models that shape unstructured fyziological phenomenon into structured
experience. Specific cultural content of biological categories is the foundation of health care
systems, lay conceptions and prejudices and determines social status of the mentally ill. Also
attitudes of society towards its deviant members reflect her essential characteristics.
Therefore, this thesis outlines historical and cross-cultural transformations of mental illness
within the broad social context. Describes health care system as a specific layer of social and
symbolic reality and points out the influence of dominant psychiatric discourse on the
conception of illness. Attention was also paied to media selective portrayals of mental illness
that were proved to strenghten negative stereotypes. Mental illnesses, how was shown, differs
cross-culturally. Though basic psychiatric syndromes occur in every society, culture promotes
and shapes particular symptoms, so that progress and prognosis can be very different. We can,

therefore, conclude that every illness is in a way culture-related.



