
ABSTRACT 

 The purpose of this thesis is to deeply analyze the issue of self-defence as a 

circumstance excluding an illegality. For its comparison with other countries and for better 

understanding of its substance this thesis also focuses on the Slovak and Irish legislation of 

self-defence. For that reason, this dissertation is divided into 4 chapters, where 3 of them talk 

about self-defence in the different country.  

 The first part briefly displays the evolution of self-defence since 1852. 

The second part focuses mainly on general knowledge of self-defence and its 

application in case law. It includes basic defining characteristics, its application in relation to 

individual offences as well as its relation to automatic self-defending facilities. 

 The third (Slovak) part basically deals with different characteristics of self-defence in 

comparison with the Czech legislation and considers which legislation is better and why. 

Moreover, it is talking about what is the significance of differences in practice, which 

legislation of self-defence is beneficial for a defender and on the other side, which one is 

easier to abuse.  

 The fourth part focuses on the Irish legislation of self-defence which, as usual in 

Anglo-American legal system, is primary based on judicial precedents. Because the Irish law 

is substantially different from the Czech law, it is written in the wider scope with an attempt 

to show the individual differences.  

 This thesis I was writing by a manner, which would be understandable not only for 

people with legal knowledge, but as well for readers who do not use law in common life, but 

they would like to find out something about self-defence, such as something about a 

possibility to apply it in real life. Because of that, the thesis includes many model situations 

and previous judgments which should help to understand this issue. 

 As the last part of this dissertation is the attachment, which content is the result of 

survey about self-defence. Respondents were chosen from general public and its purpose was 

to find out citizens knowledge about self-defence and their previous experience with an 

attack/ a defence. 


