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a) Can you recognize an original contribution of the author?
The thesis is an original contribution to the literature.

b) Is the thesis based on relevant references?
The thesis is based on relevant references, they are international and up-to-
date. I have mentioned to the author some minor issues to discuss and 
amend.

c) Is the thesis defendable at your home institution or another respected 
institution where you gave lectures?
The thesis is defendable at the institutions comparable to the Charles 
University.

d) Do the results of the thesis allow their publication in a respected economic 
journal?
Results of the thesis allow their publication in a respected economic journal. 
To my knowledge, two parts of the thesis have already been published in 
impacted economic journals. 

e) What is your overall assessment of the thesis?
I recommend the thesis to be defended with small amendments respecting 
the  remarks of the opponents. 

Date: 15.5.2011

Opponent: Professor Ing. Kamil Janáček, CSc.
                  Czech National Bank and Prague University of Economics



Opponent´s Comments for Dissertation Thesis Pre-Defense 
 

1. Paper No. 1: Econometric analysis indicated that the relationship of 
labor market institutions to the performance of labor markets is not 
straightforward or statistically very robust. Can the author say whether 
there are other alternative links or other explanations of this 
relationship? 

 
2. Paper No.2: To what degree does the weakness of data on shadow 

economy (production or employment) in European countries influence 
the robustness and the results of the model? 

 
3. Paper No. 3: According to many estimates, less than 1% of employees 

in the Czech economy are paid the minimum wage. How this situation 
may alter or deviate the results of empirical analysis? 
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