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Petra Brymová’s thesis focuses on the intriguing issue of the variegated presence of Shakespeare’s 

Hamlet in the work of James Joyce. This is arguably a most complex topic, particularly as it 

involves tackling one of the most complex episodes of Ulysses, and certainly a brave choice for a 

BA thesis. The candidate’s work is characterized by meticulous and detailed work that is based on 

extensive research in numerous secondary sources. Moreover, one of its chief strengths consists 

in the way the candidate unostentatiously demonstrates a profound insight into Ulysses in 

particular – a no mean feat for a BA student. 

 

The obvious danger that is involved in engaging with this truly multifaceted topic lies in getting 

enmeshed in convoluted particulars and losing the original vantage point. While Brymová mostly 

manages to avoid this snare, there are moments when the complexity of her argument results in 

the loss of lucidity of expression. Some passages would clearly benefit from being revised based 

on greater critical distance, sacrificing details for the sake of clarity.  

 

My only major reservation concerns the way in which the candidate tends to mention Joyce and 

Stephen Dedalus, in the same breath, figuratively speaking, i.e. as if she was intent on 

disregarding the fact that one is the author and the other a character in a work (or works) of 

fiction. Having said that, the candidate still manages to make pertinent points concerning the 

irony with which Joyce tends to treat some of Stephen’s views. 

 

I recommend the thesis for defence and propose to grade it as “excellent” or “very good”, based 

on the result of the defence. 
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